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svayam bhagavan or the Lord Himself. 
Rama, Nrsinha, Vamana and the other 
incarnations are His partial manifestations. 
Similarly Vraja, the ahama or dwelling place of 
Krsna is svayam dhama or Dhama itself, and the 
other dhamas are the partial manifestations of 
Vraja. Just as the madhurya or the beauty and 
sweetness of Krsna excels the médhurya of His 
partial manifestations, so the madhurya of Vraja 
excels the madhurya of the partial manifestations 
of Vraja. It is no wonder, therefore, that the 
desire to live in Vraja and taste its sweetness, 
may arise even in the minds of the other 
manifestations of Krsna. 

More than two hundred years ago the desire 
arose in the mind of Sri Jagannatha Deva of Puri. 
Jagannatha resides in Puri in the form of Sri 
Murti (image). The murt? depends for the 
fulfilment of its desire entirely upon the devotee 
who serves it. In fact, the Lord assumes the 
form of the murti so that He may enjoy the loving 
service of the devotee, whose soul is embodied 


and who can serve the Lord only when He takes 
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the devotee. 
Jagannatha began to look for a devotee, who © 


could carry Him to Vrndavana and render loving — 
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year in the month of asadha the image of 
Jagannatha will be changed. You bring the old 
image to Vrndavana, install it here at this place 


and serve it." 
Jagannatha disappeared. 


Saying -thus, 
Haridasa was so much grieved at His 
disappearance that he became unconscious again. 

e remembered the 


On regaining consciousness h 
Lord’s command and began to prepare fo 
journey to Purl. 
There was no railway during those days. 

Haridasa went on foot with some of his disciples, 
crossing the jungles and the rivers, and singing 
in praise of the Lord. When he reached 
Jagannatha Puri a grand festival was going on 
there. After thirty-six years, on the falling of two 
asadha, the image of 
Millions of 


r his 


successive months of 
Jagannatha was to be changed. 
people had come from all over the country to 
witness the festival and the town was replete with 


scenes of unprecedented rejoicing. 
Haridasa went to the priest of Jagannatha and 


requested him for the old image of Jagannatha. 
The priest replied, “| am not authorized to give 


it. You should approach the King." 
Haridasa went to the King. The King bowed 


before him with reverence and asked what he 

could do for him. Haridasa told him about the 

command of Jagannatha and asked for 
Jagannatha’s old image. The king was in a 
quandary. He said, "Maharaja! Jagannatha has 
commanded you, but He has not given any such 
command to me. According to a long established 
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the King in a dream and said: "My devotee came 
to you to ask for my image on my command. 4 
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to him and send my old image with him to 4 
Vrndavana." q 
The King was struck with fear. Immediately 9 

he woke up, went to the sea-shore | where ~ 
Haridasa was waiting for the moment when the ~ 
old image of Jagannatha would be consigned to — 
the sea. He apologized to him with folded hands _ 
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of Jagannatha in Vrndavana. 

Haridasa and his disciples reached Vrndavana 
with the images after several months, halting and 
rejoicing at different places as it pleased them. 
On reaching Vrndavana, Haridasa built a temple 
for the deities at the very place on the bank of 
Yamuna, where he used to live and installed the 
deities there after due ceremony. Even today the 
deities are there. The place is called Jagannatha 
Ghata. On the Ratha-yatra day, the devotees 
flock in huge numbers to have darsana of the 


deities. 


Chapter Ill 


at two ends. It draws the bhakta to 

Bhagavan and Bhagavan to the bfhakta. 
Bhagavan is drawn to the bhakta, because He 
relishes the bliss flowing from bhakti in the heart 
of the bhakta even more than the bliss flowing 
from the nature of His own self. As soon as the 
flower of bhakti blossoms in the heart of a 
devotee, Bhagavan, like the black bee, is drawn 
by its fragrance. The flower of bhakti blossomed 
in the heart of Baba Jaikrsna Dasa of Kamya-vana 
in Vraja and Krsna could not restrain Himself from 
rushing up to him. 

Jaikrsna Dasa Baba was a Gaudiya Vaisnava 
saint in the line of Sri Gangamata Gosvamini of 
the Gangamata Matha of Puri. No one knows 
anything about his guru or the place to which he 
belonged before he came to Vraja. He practised 
sadhana under a tree on the banks of 
Vimala-kunda in Kamya-vana, a forest which is 
now partly converted into a village. He was 
generally respected as a saint of very high order. 
But the cowherd-boys, who came to Kamya-vana 


for pasturing cows, often teased him. He 
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body and realized their spiritual self, neither Sleanl | 
nor keep wake. They live in a higher dimension 
of consciousness. a 
that 


Kamya-vana at 
domain of the ra/a of Bharatapura. 
heard about the spiritual attainments of Jaikrs 

h 


Dasa and was anxious to see him. But al 
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rel" The villagers ran to Baba’ : 
ped suprised o see that there was No fire, but 
the 4/4 was sitting there in the guise of a farmer. 
With folded hands they advised the raja not si 
persist in his effort to see Baba against his will, 

for no one howsoever great oF powerful could 

make him do anything against his will. bet 
The ra/a resigned himself to the will of Baba. 
He returned to his palace unoffended, but with a 
changed heart. The incident made him realize 
the futility of his power and pelf. He became 
Baba 


humble and free from worldly attachment. 

then showered his blessings upon him. : 
Baba had been practising devotion to Krsna 

for a long time. He was unhappy and restless 


because Krsna had not yet blessed him with His 


Oarsana. 
One day, when his Krsna-viraha’ had reached 
large number of cowherd-boys 


its climax, a 

gathered around Vimala-kunda. The boys 

knocked at Baba’s door. There was no reply. 
We are thirsty. Give 


They cried aloud, "Baba! 
us water." But Baba did not listen. 
the boys had come only to disturb him. The boys 

shouted again, "O Bangali Baba! What bhajana 

do you perform? What is the use of your 
bha/jana, if it makes you so heartless? Why can’t 
you come out and give us water? Don’t you know 
that it is an aparadha (offence) to turn away 


thirsty persons from one’s door? 
Baba then came out with a stick in hand. But 


He thought 
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"Baladau," the other boy replied. " 
Kanhaiya said, "Baba, first give us water. Our 
throats are so parched that we cannot talk." y 
Baba did not have any cups or glasses, 
Therefore the boys cupped their hands and Baba 
poured water into them from his karavdg.” 4 
As Kanhaiya was drinking water, water fell like 

a stream on the ground instead of falling into His 
hands; neither He nor Baba Was conscious of 
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love for each Other. 
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here from a long distance every day 
thirsty. We shall now be coming to you everyday 


Kindly also keep some refreshments for us." 

Baba said, "No, no. Don’t come to disturb me 
again." 

Immediately he went in and shut the door. 
But there was something so mysteriously 
attractive in the boys that he had hardly shut the 
door, he was tempted to open it again to have 
another look at them. To his surprise he found 
that the cowherd boys and the cows had all 
disappeared. Where could they have gone in just 
a moment? Was it all a dream or hallucination? 
It could not be a dream, for Baba was fully awake. 
It could not be hallucination, for it was even more 
vivid and real than anything that had met his eyes 
before. Besides, the sweet and somewhat 
maddening fragrance of the bodies of the cowherd 
boys still filled the air, and the water which had 
spilled on the ground was also there. 

Suddenly, the consciousness dawned upon 
Baba that Kanhaiya and Baladau were actually 
Krsna and Balarama whom he has been 
worshipping. A current of bhava (ecstatic love) 
and bhakti ran through his body. Tears flowed 
from his eyes. He was overwhelmed with joy and 


emotion at the thought that he had seen Krsna, 
the treasure of his heart and the soul of his soul. 
But the joy turned into grief when the thought 
came to his mind that he had like a fool asked 
Krsna not to come again. The grief was so 
unbearable that his heart would have burst. But 
Krsna never fails his devotee when the pangs of 
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The same night the old lady appeared before 
Baba in the form of Goddess Vrnda, the presiding | 
deity of Vrndavana, in a dream and blessed him. 
Baba then realized that Krsna had come to” 
him, and as Promised, never to leave him again — 
in the form of Gopala. He served Gopala with - 
devotion till the end. . 
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choli?' The indication was that he had perhaps 


heard the flute of Krsna and was hastily preparing 
to meet him after stepping from his material body 


into his spiritual body (siddha- -deha) in female 
form and dress. 


CHAPTER IV 


pandits was much in vogue. Once a South 
Indian pandita was going round the country 
challenging every famous pano/ta for Sastrartha 
with a view to establish himself as digvijayl. 
After conquering the whole of South India he 
came to Vrndavana. The pandits ot Vrndavana 
did not have the courage to face him. But they 
also did not want that the South Indian pandita 
should get away with easy victory over Vraja, 
which had been an important centre of culture 
and learning for centuries. They thought that if 
he could be persuaded to go to Govardhana and 
challenge s/ddha Sri Krsna Dasa Baba Ji, he 
would certainly be defeated. The risk, however, 
was that Sri Krsna Dasa Baba might, out of 
humility, or on account of his preoccupation with 
bhajana, accept defeat without entering into 
Sastrartha. So they went and said to the pandita, 
"Most exalted sir, we are convinced of your 
extraordinary intelligence and learning. None of 
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So he burst out, "I had come here with the 
expectation that | will find someone in this great 
seat of culture and learning, who would be a 
suitable match for me; and with whom | could 
discuss the Sastras. But | find that there is not 
a single Pano/ta here, who can even recite the 
Vedas correctly. How disgraceful for Vrajal” 

Baba said, "Yes, it is true. There is no one 
here, who can even recite the Vedas like you. 
Would you kindly recite some line of sama-veda!" 
The pandita was only looking for an opportunity 
to show his extraordinary talent. He recited a 
gruti-mantra with great delight and gusto. To his 
surprise Baba pointed out three faults in the svara 
(tone and accent) of recitation. The pandita said 
with indignation, "| have yet to find a pand/ta in 
Bharata, who can recite the mantra better than 
me. Let me see how you recite it." 

Baba then recited the mantra in perfect 
sama-veda style and svara, which the pandita had 
never heard before. He was spell-bound and 
could not restrain himself from falling at the feet 
of Baba and saying, “Maharaja! You are 
invincible. There is no one in this world, who 
can be a match to you. Your learning is not of 
this world. It is a gift from above." 

Truly, Baba’s learning was not of this world. 
In fact, nothing relating to him was of this world. 
From the very beginning his life was planned and 
embellished by powers that are not mundane. His 
saintly life itself was not planned by him. He 
was born in a rich family of Orissa in the lineage 
of the great saint Sri Narottama Thakura. When 
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A man, who desires to renounce the world to 
lead the life of a sadhu or samnyasi hag | 
struggle with himself, with his parents and With — 
the world before renunciation. But Krsna Dasa 
Baba’s sadhu way of life was already planned by 4 
spiritual forces. It came to him as a gift from 
his saintly mother. At the age of 16 hes 
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After staying in Vrndavana for a couple of yearcim 
wy went to Jaipur with a view to serve Govinda - 
jt. ‘The Maharaja of Jaipur was pleased ion 
ie Pa im Pu/ar7 (priest) in the temple ort 
ite tall — Govinda ji with devotion — 

years. However, during this 
red by sex impulse, 
xlety. He wondered — 
N taking Govinda js 
S; he was stil] being - 
Was sex even a 


Material desir 
» Who Could prov. 


6 t 


ft 


Sri Krsna Dasa Baba Ji a7, 


an answer to this question. So he went to Vraja 
and put his predicament before Jaikrsna Dasa 
Baba of Kamya-vana. 


Baba said, " Look my son, wood, which is cut 

from a green tree and dipped in water does not 
catch fire. Does it prove that fire does not have 
the capacity to burn? Fire always has the 
capacity to burn. But it burns the wood dipped 

in water only when it becomes dry. In order that 

it may become dry it has to be put in fire 
constantly for sometime. Similarly, the soul (jiva) 
which has been immersed in the ocean of 
sensuous enjoyment and sinful activities from 
times immemorial has to free itself from their 
adverse effect by practising bhakti-sadhana for 
some time, before it can realize the real nature 
and feel the full effect of spiritual objects like 
the prasada of Govinda ji. During sadhana one 
must avoid eating anything, which comes from a 
person indulging in sensuous or sinful activities, 
even if it comes in the form of prasada of Govinda 
ji. Don’t you remember that Mahaprabhu refused 
to eat Jagannatha ji’s prasada, which Raghunatha 
Dasa purchased out of the money sent to him by 
his father and said, “Even prasada purchased out 
of the money of a wWsay/ (worldly malice person) 

invites rajoguna."' 


In this connection Jaikrsna Dasa Baba 
narrated a story. He said, "A prostitute of Bengal 
had a change of heart. She took d/ksa from a 
vaisnava guru and wanted to offer all her wealth 
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food? | can digest everything, but | do not ask 
you to eat everything that | eat," said Govinda 
Ji. 


"If food offered by an impure person comes 
fo us aS your prasdéda what should we do? 
Should we commit an offence by refusing it?" 

"Under the circumstance you should take only 
a particle of it to obviate the offence,” advised 
Govinda jl. 

Baba further added, "With regard to Govinda 
ji’'s prasada you should act upon the advice of 
Govinda ji Himself, because Govinda j’s bhoga 
is made with the financial aid of the Maharaja; 
who is a v/say7 (worldly minded) person.” 

Krsna Dasa took Jaikrsna Dasa Baba’s advice 
to heart. He decided not to take Govinda ji’s 
prasaéoa. He left Jaipur and began to do bhajana 
in Domana-vana, a forest near Nandagrama in 
Vraja. He did not take prasada from any temple 
or asrama. He begged wheat flour from 
Vrajabasis, mixed some neema leaves in it and 
added some water to make it like a ball. He ate 
the ball, sometimes baked, sometimes unbaked. 
The result was that he became weaker and 
weaker and lost his eyesight. He could no more 
go for begging. For a number of days he lived 
only on the water of a pond nearby. In the end 
he became so weak that it was not possible for 
him even to go to the pond. Two or three days 

passed without a drop of water. 
Then Radharani’s heart melted. She said to 
Lalita, Her closest sakh/ (friend): "Don’t you see 


Lalita? Krsna Dasa is starving. Would you let 


30 
ng disgrace to pm. 


ig and bri 
1) see rasada and go an 
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him see thala (plate) of P 


Take this a4 
poe aie took the thala of prasada from am 
La She went to Domana-vang j, 
-balaé (a vrajabas/ Girl) ang 


the guise of a 

said to Krsna 

My mother has taken pity on you and sent this «7 

The sweet words of the girl and the unearthly — 

smell of the prasada gave new life to dying Krsna __ 

He sat up and ate the prasdda. Afte, 
The gir 


Radharanis hand. 
vra/a : 


Dasa. 

eating he began to clean the (fhé/a. 

asked, "Baba why don’t you go for begging?" 
"How can | go Lali?’ My eye-sight is gone" _ 
"Will you go if the sight is restored? Looxmal 


my mother has sent an ointment. 


fi et eee 

Neg Baba’s sight was fully restored. He could — 

which eb bt but not the girl and the thg/ , 
Ne had cleaned just before. Both heal 


be restored." 
eyes with her 


tn, 


éri Krsna Dasa Baba Ji 3 


aglow with divine light and filled with Nan 
fragrance. Radharani stood before him with a 
sweet smile on Her face. She said in Her 
ambrosial voice, "Now what are you musing 
apout? No more Averly ahd: féear tors you. “eres 
nave attained the end of your life. From now on 
| am yours and you are Mine. With the touch 
of the hand of My sakh/ Lalita you have been 
blessed not only with drsti-Sakti (power to see) 
but with all other saktis (powers). Now go to 
Govardhana and find an easy path for my 
attainment for the va/snavas having faith in Me.” 

After saying this Radharani disappeared. For 

a long time Her words: "| am yours and you are 
Mine," kept resounding in his ears and he kept 
swimming freely in the ocean of Love that seemed 
to flow from them. The whole night he was 
tossed up and down by the waves of the ocean 
and his body was shaken by powerful 
under-currents of sattvika-bhavas. 

In the morning he somehow collected himself 
and went to Govardhana. There he began to live 
in a place called Cakalegvara. Though Baba was 
now accomplished in bha/ana, he could not do 
anything except bhasana. For though bhajana is 
a means, it is also an end in_ itself. Even 
Bhagavan is always engaged in bhajana. While 


the devotee does the bhajana of Bhagavan, 


1 External signs of internal emotion attendant upon Krsna-prema 
They are Stambha (stupor), Sveda (perspiration), Romafica 
(thrilling of the body), Svara-bhanga (break of voice), Vepathu 
(trembling), Vaivarunya (change of colour), ASru (tears), and 
Pralaya (loss of consciousness). 


the bha/ana of ee 
va there were €r OF 
curing ose, 2 ans Govardhana, yd 
vaisnavas in FR the basis of the Sanskrta Works 
did bhajana On Sanatana and other Gosvamgas 
of Sri Ripa, Sil also wanted to do the Same 
Krsna Dasa sllagig. oe Sanskrta. Therefore ,a 
But he did not Harinamamrta Vyakarana ' from 
started learning But, he soon found himself in 
ee ahi He felt that his Study was , 
redicament. | 3 
ee pp in bhajana and bha/ana Was / 
Ents in study. He could not reconcile the — 
hiss But he could neither leave bha/jang nor 
sidGy The problem became so acute and Painful 
that he began to think of committing suicide by — 
drowning in Manasi Ganga. That nigtity he heard — 
someone calling, "Krsna Dasa, Krsna Dasa! from — | 
outside his kuti (cottage). Coming out of the © 
kuti, he saw Sanatana Gosvami and Lalita Devi 
Standing before him. He was overwhelmed with — 
Joy and bewilderment. He la rostrate at their 
y y p ; 


in 


n does 


aie) Neos 


feet and did not know what to do. Sanatana — 


gg 


Gosvami said, fondly rubbing his hand on his 
head, "Krsna Dasa, how are you? Do you get @ 
Madhukari alright?" “4 


"Yes prabhu, replied Krsna Dasa with folded 
hands, 


Then Sanatana Gosvami Said, "Look 
are infinite. One need not di 
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themselves illumine your heart. Do not think of 
committing suicide. We have a great mission to 
be fulfilled through you." 

Lalita said, "Il bless that whenever you 
remember us, your heart be illumined by our 
presence; and a new method of bhajana be 
unfolded by you for the benefit of the vaisnavas 
residing in Vraja." After this, both touched Krsna 
Dasa Baba’s head with their feet and disappeared. 

Now Krsna Dasa Baba instead of learning 
Harinamamrta Vyakarana started teaching it to 
students. He also started giving instructions In 
a new method of ///a-smarana (contemplation of 
divine //a&) devised by him, in which the 
asta-yama-lila' of Radha-Krsna as described in 
Govinda-Lilamsta, Samkalpa-kalpadruma, 
Arsnadag/tl -cintamani, Krsna-bhavanamysta an d 
other scriptures is meditated upon along with the 
asta-yama-lilé of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 

In asta-yama-lila-smarana, the sadhaka 
imagines himself to be in the transcendental body 


(siddha deha) appropriate for the type of bhakti 
to which he is naturally inclined, and to be serving 
Radha and Krsna day and night through that 
body.2 By constant meditation or smarana he 
makes the whole of Vraja-lila live before him. He 
enters into that ///@ in his imagination and, by 
serving Radha and Krsna according to the 
particular bhava or mode of bhakti adopted by 


1 Lild pertaining to eight parts of the day, each part consisting of 
three hours. 

2 mane nija siddha deha kariyé bhavana, 
‘tri dine kare vraje krsnera sevana. 
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of Srimad Bhagavata, 
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The va/snavas whom Baba gave Instructions ng | 
astakalina-lila-smarana assembled ovGrs PA _ 
in his cottage and reported about iheit a 
a day, one of the valsnavas instead aa 
reporting anything started weeping. When Baba : 
inquired about the cause of weeping, he sala 
"Baba, | could not do any bhajana today. In my 
morning /i/a-smarana, when | was ornamenting the 
right arm of Radharani, my mind was SO 
engrossed in the lustrous beauty of her arm that 

| tried very much to disengage my mind, but could © 
not, and smarana could not Proceed further." 


COouragingly, "Only your 


Many stories are Current about Baba’s own 


ishment in bhajana ba 


1 Sri Visvanatha Cak ij 
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Once in his smarana Baba was participating in 
the holi-lila of Radha-Krsna. In the ///a his body 
was smeared with gu/a/a (vermillion), kasturl 
(musk) and colours of different kind. When ne 
went out of his kwf7 after smarana, he Was still 
half-conscious. People were surprised to see him 
coloured through and through and to smell the 
fragrance of transcendental musk emanating from 
his body.. 

Once Baba saw in his smarana that 
Radha-Krsna had just come out of the Manas! 
Ganga after /a/a-ke// (dalliance in water). Lalita, 
Vigakha and the other sakh/s were busy dressing 
and adorning them. Rupa mafjari*® and others 
were collecting material for adornment. Krsna 
Dasa Baba was standing by in his s/ddha 
mahjari-form with a phial of scent in his hands. 
When he heard Radha and Krsna talking mirthfully 
and jestingly, he was so overwhelmed with bhava 
that he began to tremble and the phial of scent 
fell from his hand and _ broke. lts fragrance 
spread all over. People, who came to bathe in 
the Manasi Ganga were surprised to scent a 
sweet and heavenly smell such as they had never 

experienced before. 
When they inquired from Baba about it, he 


said, “What should | say! | am an aparadhi 


1 When any effect of the divine ///4 on the transcendental body 
appears on the physical body that is regarded as a sign of 
siddhi or accomplishment in bha/ana. 

2 A sakhi, who in her loving service is inclined towards Radha 
more than towards Krsna. Her bfAadva is purer than that of 
other sakhis. On account of the purity of her bhava she is 
entitled to the service of Radh&-Krsna even in their esoteric /7/g. 


4d + for the service 
beloved Radhq 


4 . same." * 

ce of the 2 = : 

Land amen in the Manas! Ganga ] 
1 j int He saw priya-priyatam, 
engenons lilies re SAR 
dallying In she he jumped into the fa OMless | 
with bhava snasi Ganga. No one else was there 
waters of Ma When he did not reach back to hj, 


at that time. his disciples began } 


r a long time, : 
pees hatte But he could not be found. There 
sea 


ling and crying all over Vraja. But they ~ 

— geo and happy, when they saw him : 
coming out of Manasi Ganga after seven ayer : 
When they asked him where he had been for 
seven days, he was amazed and said, “Seven 
days! Why, | am just coming out after my bath! 
‘This seems to explode the old Principle of. 
absoluteness of space and time and confirm the 
new scientific principle of relativity of space and_ 
time. Baba had entered a world, where t 
dimensions of space and time are altogeth 
oo = the transcendental world 
Principle PPE tee Wiig: scion 
aia Ivity. We are told by S&stra: 

a’ In that world space and time 

5 also ser 


with Karava 


ei Krsna Dasa Baba Ji 37 
gharata-pure went to siddha Krsna Dasa Baba 
and said, “Baba, | want to render some service. 
Kindly let me know what I can do for you" J 

Baba said, "We sadhus of Vraja get madhukarl 
from the Vrajabasis. You can serve US by serving 
them.” The Raja gave much land and fortune to 
the Vrajabasis in alms for which they express 
their gratefulness to him even today. After that 
he came to BabA again and said, ‘| shall be 
blessed if you also kindly accept something.” 

inscrutable are the ways in which the s/ddha 
saints sometimes behave. Baba said, “If you are 
so keen on my service, do one thing. You have 
a large number of queens. Send to me the queen 
you love most." 3 
The Raja obeyed. His dearest queen Rant 
Laksmini came to Baba surrounded on all sides 
by curtains so that no one except Baba could 
see her. As soon as the jingling sound of the 
kinkint ' and ndpura~ of the Rani resounded in 
Baba’s ears, he was reminded of Radharani's 
kinkini and ndpura and was transported into 
ecstasy. With eyes wide open he kept looking 
at her as if looking at Radharant. The Rani also 

stood stock-still, benumbed and astounded, at a 

distance of about eight or ten yards from him. 

This continued for about three hours. The female 

attendants of the Rani out of anxiety and curiosity 

lifted the curtains a little to see what was 


happening. They were surprised to see that the 


girdle set with tiny bells producing a sweet jingling sound. 


1A 
2 A tinkling ornament worn round the ankles. 
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in a half-conscious State 
ly looking at her. The 
the Raja. The Raja came ap 
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Rani was standing St" 
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and Baba was con 


this to 
reported iy 
took the Rani away 


remain Bean sitting in the same state the 
Baba contin 


ight. The next day he became 
whole day and silks serene ie yea conscious 
half-conscious and the tate of brs 
pais ledge of the s ava 
The Raja had no know : t 
| emotion) in the higher stages o¢ 
(transcendental e di sueuae . 
bhakti. So the whole affair aroused s PICIOn jn 
his mind. Baba then called him, placed his hand 
upon his forehead and blessed him. immediately 
his suspicion was gone. He realized that the 
Sweet sound of the kinkin/ and ndpura of the Ranj ; 
had acted as wddipana vibhava (enchanting : 
excitant), and blazed in Baba’s mind the = 
consciousness of Radharani: and that for two 2 
days continually he was absorbed in the darsgana 2 
of Radharani in place of the queen. 3 
This episode brought about a total change in a 
Rani Laksmini. Standing before Baba for three 
hours she had felt that Baba Was instilling bhakti = 
into her heart through his eyes. From a Rani 
given to luxurious living, she became a devotee. a 
The Stories of her devotion are still remembered 4 
In Vraja. Once she went to Radhakunda with a _ 
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which | am considered fit for the service of the 
paignavas:— 

This moved the vaisnavas. They said, "You 
one thing. If you prepare cow-dung cakes 
own hands and sell them, we can accept 


can do 
thus earn yourself.” Rani did the 
same. 


Baba used to hear bhakti-sastras read out to 


capable vaisnavas. it is said that at the 
f hearing the patha he used to be SO much 


d with sattvika bhavas that he would 


overwhelme 
s from his eyes, 


have incessant flow of tear 
phlegm from his nose and saliva from his mouth. 
ns_ sitting on either side of him 


Two perso 
continuously tried to wipe his 


There was hardly any vaisna 
did not go to Baba for advice re 
Though Baba was himself always @ 
bhajana, ne welcomed everyone and 


him in bhajana by giving him 
instructions. Most of the sadhakas, whom Baba 


gave instructions In bhajana, became siddha. 
Prominent among them were Krsnadasa (the 
second) of Govardhana, Nityananda Dasa ol. 
Madan Mohan Thaura, Balarama Dasa of 
Jhanumandala and Lala Babu (Krsnadasa, the 


third). 
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left his body at Ranavari in a miraculous 
manner, Siddha Sri Jagannatha Dasa 
Baba Ji and his disciple Bihari were staying In 
a cottage nearby. Towards the end of night 
Jagannatha Dasa Baba Ji exclaimed, “Bihari! Go 
and see what is happening in the cottage of 
Srikrsnadasa Baba!" Bihari rushed to Krsnadasa 
Baba’s cottage. He found that the door of the 
cottage was latched from inside. Peeping through 
a small opening in the door he saw that 
Krsnadasa was sitting cross-legged and his body 
was ablaze with fire, yet he was coolly chanting 
Harinama, as if nothing had happened. Bihari 
went back to Jagannatha Dasa Baba and said, 
"Baba! Krsnadasa Baba’s body is burning." 
Jagannatha Dasa Baba shouted: 
Virahanala, virahanala (fire of separation)!" 
Vrajabasis, who lived in the neighbourhood 
came running. They broke open the door of the 
cottage. They saw that the fire had reached up 
to the throat of Srikrsnadasa Baba, yet he was 
chanting Harinama. The Vrajabasis kept looking 
at him with dismay. He raised his two arms, 


T« night in which Srikrsnadasa Baba J! 


"Oh! 
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befall your viago= Dasa Baba saw that fire 

ri Krsnadasa Baba’s throay 
d three wicks of cotton and Placeg 
forehead. The wicks burnt and With 
body of Sri Krsnadasa Baba wag 


had reache 


them on his 
them the whole 


reduced to ashes. og ies j 
Srikrsnadasa Babas earlier name wag 


Srikrsnaprasada Cattopadhyaya. He was born in 
Mohammadapur, a village in district Jessore in 
Bengal. His father's name was Gokulachandra 
Cattopadhyaya. When negotiations regarding his 
marriage were on, he slipped away from home 
one night; and walking all the way on foot came 
to Vrndavana. In Vrndavana he _ serveg 
Madanamohana ji of Madanamohana Temple for 
some time and then went to Ranavari. Ranavarj 
at that time was one of the thickest forests of 
Vraja. He built a small Awt7 there and began to 


live in it. He practised bhajana in the ku a 
throughout the day. In the evening he went to 2 


the neighbouring village for madhukari Since all 


He got som 


early age, he Wale 


“irtha (place of Pilgrimage). 
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thought that he should once visit the four 
fe ortant tirthas.  Radharani then appeared to 
ne in a dream and said: “You have surrendered 
i" med 207 yo" need not go anywhere else. stay 
in Vrndavans and do bhajana. Here you will 
attain everything.” He explained away the dream 
and Radharani’s advice as the product of his 
imagination and started on pilgrimage. When ne 
reached Dvaraka he got his body stamped with 
the tapta-muara (heated stamp) of Dvarakadhisa Ss 
temple. But this is not in accordance with the 
principles of raganuga-bhakti of Vraja, although 
mention ig made of it in Hari-bhakti-vilasa; the 
corpus of rituals and religious practices of the 
yaisnavas. rth 
The day Baba returned to Ranavari, Radharant 
again appeared to him in a dream at night and 
said, "Because you have taken the tapta-mudra 
from Dvaraka, you are now included in the retinue 
of Satyabhama (wife of Dvarakadhi§a, or Krsna, 
the king of Dvaraka). You are no more fit for 
Vraja. So go back to Dvarakal” This time it did 
not appear to him that the dream was imaginary. 
The words of Radharani struck him like a 
thunderbolt. He did not know what to do. He 
went to s/ddha Krsnadasa Baba of Govardhana 
for advice. As soon as Krsnadasa Baba saw him, 


he gave him a warm embrace and said, “Where 


have you been all these days? Srikrsnadasa 
replied, "| had gone to Dvarakaé. See, | have 
taken fapta-mudra.“ 


: "Oh! Then from today you are so exalted that 
cannot even touch you. You are the sevika 
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eg nything against he, 


w can we say 4 beth 
m Srikrsnadasa Baba returned to 


ken-hearted. He 

a7 disappointed and bro | , 
scien food aie drink and confined himself to 
sc kuti. The fire of repentance and separation 


(viraha) trom Radharani was continually burning 
in his heart. Three months passed like this. 
Then the fire came out. Within three days it 
reached up to the throat. The fourth day his 


entire body was reduced to ashes. . 
After several days came Baba’s godbrother Sri — 


Premadasa Baba Ji. He lay prostrate before the 
ashes of Baba in obeisance and said, “Dada 
(brother), you did not take fire-wood from me. | 
am now giving it.” He placed a log of wood near 
his ashes. The wood started burning and soon 
got mixed with the ashes. 
| Srikrsnadasa Baba left his body on Amavasya 
in the month of Pausa. Even now On that day 
the Vrajabasis of Ranavari celebrate his 
oso by organizing a grand festival to 
ie © Vaisnavas of Vraja are invited. Even 
, account of the blessings Of Baba, the 


Village remains f 
) ree | 
epidemics and famine from the onslaught of 


replied, 
ordered. 
injunction?” 


Sri Srikrsnadasa Baba Ji A5 
one might ask why Radharant, who is so 
penign and merciful, became so hard on 
épikrsnadasa Baba? Why did she ask him to gO 
and live in Dvaraka, simply because he had taken 
she tapta-mudra from the temple of Dvarakadhisa? 
The answer is that Srikrsnadasa Baba was sailing 
on two boats: raganuga bhakti, which is 
inseparably connected with Vraja, where 
maanurya predominates to the extent of eclipsing 
gigvalya altogether, and ritualistic bhakti of 
pvaraka, where madhurya is mixed with aisvarya. 
in Vraja Krsna is a cowherd boy. The peacock 
feather he wears as his crown and his flute are 
both the emblems of madhurya. In Dvaraka 
Krsna is the ruler or governor. The crown he 
wears and the weapons he wields are the 
emblems of al§varya. \n Vraja-bhakti madhurya 
mixed with aiSvarya has no place. Radha is not 
satisfied with bhakti in which a/svarya has any 
role to play. She did not refrain from expressing 
her dissatisfaction even with Krsna on meeting 
him in Kuruksetra, where he appeared as a king 
with his entourage and not as cowherd with his 
flue (C.c. Madhya, 1.72-73). Srikrsna Dasa 
Baba’s attachment with Dvaraka must have proved 
an obstacle in his attainment of celestial 
Vrndavana and the holy feet of Radha and Krsna 
along with the highest bliss and the richest and 


most complete spiritual life implied in such 
attainment. 


Radharani helped him remove the obstacle 


through the fire of anufapa (repentance) and 
viraha (separation). 


the siddha mahatmas of 


mongst 
Aivrrsivane the personality of siddha 
Nityananda Dasa Baba Jil, disciple of 
Govardhana, was 


siddha Krsnadasa Baba of 
unique. His ///a-smarana (inner experience of the 
divine ///Z), whether in the state of jagarana 


(waking), svapna (dreaming), or susupti (deep 
sleep), was continuous like a stream. In his 
waking state it appeared as if he was asleep, 
because in waking he controlled his bhava and 


remained mostly grave, motionless and 


samadhistha (absorbed in deep meditation). 
When made to get up by his disciples for essential 


activities like bathing and eating, he got up like 

one who was in deep sleep. But in sleep while 

experiencing ///@ he laughed, wept, or talked as 
if he was awake; because in sleep it was not 
possible for him to control bhava. Therefore, it 
was not possible to determine whether at any 
particular time he was asleep or awake. 

Under the circumstances he was not easily 
available for conversation. Nevertheless, people, 
who came to him to ask questions and get their 
doubts and difficulties removed, did not go back 


yo 
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; bts were removed 
| Their dou is 

disappointed. merely by sitting close to 
difficulties S° inent thing about him wa. 
The most seh Even in his half-conscigas 
unparalleled hum! ss came to him, eva if ha 

veka nea ah Id do darigs,* 
Wee et him before the other did ij aaa 

OP hing in self-condemnation in qa 
anyone said anything ind; 's 
sence, he thought that he was Ndirecthy, 
re ; . a 
ned him; because for him there was no One 
in this world lower than himself, and he began 
to weep. : é q 
Baba was a siddha mahatma and the gury of 
siddha mahatmas \ike Pandita Ramakrsna Dasa 
and Gaurakisora Siromani. Even Krsna Was 
under his subjugation on account of his bhakti, 
lt may therefore appear that he only pretendeg 
to be humble or lowly; but there can be no 
question of pretence or feigned behaviour in a 
siddha person like him. The inner experience of 
a siddha mahatma actually makes him humblest 
of the humble. A small thing considers itself big 
so long as it does not come in contact with 
something bigger. The siddha purusa has 

experience NN ; 

eon in etn which is greater than 
y respect. Not Only that, he gs 


that greatest Of the | 
of the world. Therefore it ein 
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Then he 
do? 
eat 


him. Was it proper for you to do so?" 
would say in dismay, “Now what should |! 
Kindly advise. He is a mahaébhagavata (a gr 
devotee). Krsna has kindly sent him to me. 
my behaviour makes him unhappy, | commit an 
offence against him. | shall not behave like this 
towards him again." But when that disciple came 
to him again, he would forget everything and 
again perform dandavat to him. 

Siddha Nityananda Dasa Baba used to live in 
Madanamohana Thaura in Vrndavana. Prominent 
among his disciples were Sri VrajakigSore Dasa 
Baba Ji, Sri Nrsimha Dasa Jt, Sri Ramakrsna 
Pandita Baba Ji, Sri Gaurakisora Siromani 


4 


Maharaja, and Sri Narottama Dasa Adhikart. 


CHAPTER VII 


Sri Madhustddana Dasa 
Baba Jl 


ho is this young boy, and what is he 
Wf exirs at the bank of Radhakunda_ at 
midnight? He has tied one end of a 
thick rope round a big Giriraja s//4 (stone from 
mount Giriraja) and is tying the other end round 
his neck. Perhaps he is going to drown himself 
with Giriraja s//2@ in Radhakunda. 
What misfortune or grief has compelled him 
to do so? Is he an orphan belonging to a low 
caste, who has been neglected and oppressed by 
the society to such an extent that life has become 
a curse to him? Has he been turned out of home 
by his cruel parents? Has his newly married wife 
suddenly left him? Has he been robbed of all 
his wealth and has become a pauper? No, he 
comes of a rich brahmin family of Bengal and is 
the most beloved son of his parents. He is 
married, but the very night on which he was 
married he renounced the world, wife and parents 
and came to Vrndavana. The very things for want 
of which a man commits suicide have been 
abandoned by him. 


| A lake in a village of the same name near Govardhana. 
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that makes him Co 


it 
Then ee : a story behind it. When 
suicide? ee heard about a boy, the Colo 
a child he pee handsome blue, who fiy, 
whose body ho was very joyful and frolic 
Vinuey el to play on flute. The modujg 
and who !0 were so exhilarating that they 
of his ct ovenineeD even one’s’ oun soft 
One ae swim in the ocean of transceng 


bliss. He was so charmingly affectionate th 
endeared himself more than anyone else” 
anyone who met him. There was none, who gj 
equal him in power. He removed all wan 

the person, who loved him and protected him 
all ills and calamities. Nothing was 

enjoyable than his company. On attaining 
there was nothing else that remained + 
attained. His name was Krsna. 

Since then he always thought of Krsna 
was often lost in the thought. Nothing in 
world attracted him more than Krsna. 
remained completely indifferent to the world 


order to shake off his 
Married him. 


Vrndavana he lived in a forest, thinking al 
time of Krsna and weeping for him. He wer 


of the forest only once in the evenin 


MNadhukari. 
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not be realised without a guru. 
One day he was sitting near 
bank of Yamuna and the thought upper 


d was where and how to find the guru. 
and creeper '!n 


Kesighata on the 
most In 
his min 

it is said that every tree 
vrndavana is a ka/pataru (wish fulfilling tree). 
Besides a number of s/ddha mahatmas are said 
to live here in invisible form, who try to help the 
sadhaka in his moments of difficulty. It appears 
that one of them came to help the boy. A 
mahatma appeared from somewhere and said, "My 
bathe in the Yamuna and come to 


boy, go and 
me after bathing. | shall give o/ksa mantra to 
you.” 


There was no end to the boy’s happiness when 
he heard this. Hurriedly he went to the Yamuna 
and returned after bathing. The mahatma gave 
him d/kKsa mantra and disappeared. The moment 
he received the o/ksa mantra he fell unconscious 
on the ground. On regaining consciousness he 
was sorry to find that the mahatma had 
disappeared without even giving him an 
opportunity to inquire about his name and 
address. 

He went about in search of him, but could not 
find him anywhere. When he reached Manasi 
Ganga’ in Govardhana, he met s/ddha Krsnadasa 
Baba. He told him everything and requested him 
to give s/ksa (instruction) in bhajana. Baba 
replied “Our bha/ana is raganuga, in which the 


1 A lake in Govardhana. 
2 Spontaneous, flowing naturally from Raga or attachment to the 


Lord. 
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f some kind of relationship betwe 
O 


assumption and the deity worshipped 
the saahaka The relationship has to . 
that is, in accordance with ind 


pp sennie yes } 
sambandhanuga, ing between the guru ang the a 


j l ubsist q 
ieagr as a know nothing about your gury, @ 
A pe are not authorized for raganugs 
Thereto 4 


deity. 

i 
| 
For the road {haga 


Cee BEY burst into tears. eu | : 
led to Krsna was blocked for him. Baba adviseg q 
him to go to Jaikrsna Dasa Baba and do as he 
He went to Kamya-vana and Narrateg — | 

He also 


advised. : an 
the whole story to Jaikrsna Dasa Baba. 
raganugg : | 


said that he was not authorized for 7 
bhajana so long as he lacked knowledge of the — | 
guru. But he advised that he should do Harinama — 
and pray to Radharani and wait for her advice. — 

But was it possible for him to wait? When 
he learnt that he was not even qualified for th 
bhajana for which he had left home an 
everything, there was no end to hi 
disappointment. 
painful for him. How 
He decided to end it. He embraced Giridh 


the form of the Giriraja $//3 and jumped into the — 
deep waters of Radhakunda! ae 
No one knows how long he remained ina 
UNConscious state jn the depth of Radhakund: 
When he regained Consciousness he found t 
someone had untied the rope tied to his ne 
i tate him fie on the bank of Radhakur 
a palm-leat in pj Re 
ae fisenas €af in his hand on Which somet 
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due to the mercy 


He understood that it was all 
of Radharani. New life came to him and ee 
ray of hope kindled his heart. As soon fe 
day dawned he went running to Hae ie! 
Baba, told him about all that had happen® vee 
showed him the palm leaf. Baba said, Radharatl 
has been specially kind to you. But wena 


t very clear. : 
lear command !s 
t her door. 


written on the palm leaf is no 
raganuga bhajana Radharani’s c 
necessary. You go and call again a 


She will certainly respond.” 
He went to Radhakunda and began to call and 


cry for Radharani. Radharani heard his Cry. She 
appeared before him and said, "You go and do 
bhajana in Sutryakunda, where you will get the 
desired ra€gaénuga seva. Do not give or disclose 
the mantra you have received on the palm-leaft 


to anyone.” 
Since then he began to do bhajana \n 
Suryakunda. People began to call him 


Madhusddana Dasa Baba. Perhaps the name was 
given to him by his guru. One day Radharani 
appeared before Madhustdana Dasa Baba in a 
dream and said, “Near the place where you bathe 
in Sdryakunda is a Ss//a (slab of stone) in water 
deep up to the throat. On that s//a, | and my 
two sakhis had placed our keyura (an ornament 
worn on ihe upper part of the arm) and angada 
: (arm plate) on it before bathing. The S//a melted 
| by their touch and their imprints were left on it. 
You take that si/@ out and worship it." : 
Madhusidana Dasa Baba Ji entered the kunda 


(pond). The si/é was easily discovered. When 
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take it out It seemed to be as | 
although it must hich Gee Ab 
as a De dee tered kilograms. Cone ea 
eighty oF nd put it on the bank.  Sineg the 
take it out a Dasa Baba became famous : 
bien Lee called s/ddha Madhusddana D 
began 
oe paENteodate Dasa Baba ee a to 
bank of the Aunda late at nig ant 


he began 10 


j line: te 
bata a Ge Gauracandra! Vrsabhanunangias 


eit the day dawned and people Starteg 
coming out of their homes, he went to his Cottage 
and remained engaged in bha/ana till evening, In 
the evening he went out for madhukari. q 
stories are told about Siddp. 


Madhusutdana Dasa _ Bab4a’s Silddhava 
(accomplishment in bha/ana). On the ninth 
of the month of Phalguna, suk/a Daksa, 
Vrajabasis celebrate AHo/j festival in Baras 
On that day in the afternoon Baba 
excited and run towards Barasana t 
in the festival in white garment. 
fell unconscious on the ground. Incessant 
of tears from his eyes and saliva from his m 


made the soil muddy. 


Several 


O partici 


Slow and long drawn OUul, and the body swell 


ON account of horripilation. He remained lyin 


that condition tit) evening. After that he got up 


with a loud ang frightening sound. At that 


used to qa 
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endeared himself more than anyone else” 
anyone who met him. There was none, who gj 
equal him in power. He removed all wan 

the person, who loved him and protected him 
all ills and calamities. Nothing was 

enjoyable than his company. On attaining 
there was nothing else that remained + 
attained. His name was Krsna. 

Since then he always thought of Krsna 
was often lost in the thought. Nothing in 
world attracted him more than Krsna. 
remained completely indifferent to the world 


order to shake off his 
Married him. 


Vrndavana he lived in a forest, thinking al 
time of Krsna and weeping for him. He wer 


of the forest only once in the evenin 


MNadhukari. 
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not be realised without a guru. 
One day he was sitting near 
bank of Yamuna and the thought upper 


d was where and how to find the guru. 
and creeper '!n 


Kesighata on the 
most In 
his min 

it is said that every tree 
vrndavana is a ka/pataru (wish fulfilling tree). 
Besides a number of s/ddha mahatmas are said 
to live here in invisible form, who try to help the 
sadhaka in his moments of difficulty. It appears 
that one of them came to help the boy. A 
mahatma appeared from somewhere and said, "My 
bathe in the Yamuna and come to 


boy, go and 
me after bathing. | shall give o/ksa mantra to 
you.” 


There was no end to the boy’s happiness when 
he heard this. Hurriedly he went to the Yamuna 
and returned after bathing. The mahatma gave 
him d/kKsa mantra and disappeared. The moment 
he received the o/ksa mantra he fell unconscious 
on the ground. On regaining consciousness he 
was sorry to find that the mahatma had 
disappeared without even giving him an 
opportunity to inquire about his name and 
address. 

He went about in search of him, but could not 
find him anywhere. When he reached Manasi 
Ganga’ in Govardhana, he met s/ddha Krsnadasa 
Baba. He told him everything and requested him 
to give s/ksa (instruction) in bhajana. Baba 
replied “Our bha/ana is raganuga, in which the 


1 A lake in Govardhana. 
2 Spontaneous, flowing naturally from Raga or attachment to the 


Lord. 
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painful for him. How 
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due to the mercy 
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day dawned he went running to Hae ie! 
Baba, told him about all that had happen® vee 
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has been specially kind to you. But wena 
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t her door. 


written on the palm leaf is no 
raganuga bhajana Radharani’s c 
necessary. You go and call again a 


She will certainly respond.” 
He went to Radhakunda and began to call and 


cry for Radharani. Radharani heard his Cry. She 
appeared before him and said, "You go and do 
bhajana in Sutryakunda, where you will get the 
desired ra€gaénuga seva. Do not give or disclose 
the mantra you have received on the palm-leaft 


to anyone.” 
Since then he began to do bhajana \n 
Suryakunda. People began to call him 


Madhusddana Dasa Baba. Perhaps the name was 
given to him by his guru. One day Radharani 
appeared before Madhustdana Dasa Baba in a 
dream and said, “Near the place where you bathe 
in Sdryakunda is a Ss//a (slab of stone) in water 
deep up to the throat. On that s//a, | and my 
two sakhis had placed our keyura (an ornament 
worn on ihe upper part of the arm) and angada 
: (arm plate) on it before bathing. The S//a melted 
| by their touch and their imprints were left on it. 
You take that si/@ out and worship it." : 
Madhusidana Dasa Baba Ji entered the kunda 


(pond). The si/é was easily discovered. When 
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take it out It seemed to be as | 
although it must hich Gee Ab 
as a De dee tered kilograms. Cone ea 
eighty oF nd put it on the bank.  Sineg the 
take it out a Dasa Baba became famous : 
bien Lee called s/ddha Madhusddana D 
began 
oe paENteodate Dasa Baba ee a to 
bank of the Aunda late at nig ant 


he began 10 
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bata a Ge Gauracandra! Vrsabhanunangias 


eit the day dawned and people Starteg 
coming out of their homes, he went to his Cottage 
and remained engaged in bha/ana till evening, In 
the evening he went out for madhukari. q 
stories are told about Siddp. 


Madhusutdana Dasa _ Bab4a’s Silddhava 
(accomplishment in bha/ana). On the ninth 
of the month of Phalguna, suk/a Daksa, 
Vrajabasis celebrate AHo/j festival in Baras 
On that day in the afternoon Baba 
excited and run towards Barasana t 
in the festival in white garment. 
fell unconscious on the ground. Incessant 
of tears from his eyes and saliva from his m 


made the soil muddy. 


Several 


O partici 


Slow and long drawn OUul, and the body swell 


ON account of horripilation. He remained lyin 


that condition tit) evening. After that he got up 


with a loud ang frightening sound. At that 


used to qa 
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. Holi in his siddha deha. 

- Once someone told him, "Your wife has rey 
to Vrndavana to see you. she will be pares 
Suryakunda by the evening." At that time Ba ; 
was old, his wife also was old. But as soon a 
he heard this ne went to Govardhana. When Ml 
wife came to know that he had gone oe 
Govardhana, she also went to Govardhana. Bu 
before shc reached Govardhana, Baba had gone 
elsewhere. The old lady understood that on 
account of her Baba was compelled to move from 
one place to another and this created a 
disturbance in his bha/ana. So she prayed = 
Giriraja for his health and accomplishment In 

bhajana and returned home. . 
After some time Baba developed a sore in his 
foot. It became very difficult for him to walk or 
move. He decided to go to some lonely place 
and starve till death. With great difficulty he 
went to a thick forest at night and lay there. He 
took neither food nor water, but kept chanting the 
name of Radharani. Two days passed without a 
drop of water. On the third day Radharani came 
with bread and water in the guise of a Vrajabasi 
girl and said, "Baba! Why are you lying 
here? | am tired of searching you. You did 
not come for méadhukari yesterday and 
day-before-yesterday. My mother has sent 


madhukari for you." She placed madhukari before 
him and said, "Baba, eat!" | 

Baba had known the girl and her parents for 
long. He said, “Lali, why have you come here? 
How did you come to know that | was here?" 


emotional 
Change. 
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1 come to know everything. Now q 
"Oh, 
. i 
waste time, eat! 


rT il] not eat.” 
se will you not eat? My mother has a. 


nd not to 
me hocthed you save aaten |i of thes 
eae phan affair. It comes and Joe 
we commit suicide on account of it? Do 
suicide ever lead to ine 
? Start ea — 

Wie ae disregard the sweet and loving 
command of the girl. He ate everything she had 
brought. Then he said, "Don’t come again." ri 

The girl went away. As she was going g 
turned again and again and looked at Baba w 
a mysterious smile. Simultaneously Baba felt that 
the suffering of his body was gone. He Opened 
the bandage of the foot. To his surprise he fo, 
that the sore had disappeared. The whole th 
“aroused Suspicion in his mind. He went to 
home of the girl and asked her mother, "Wh 
is Lali?" a 

"Lali is gone to her father-in-laws." a 

"When did she go?" ; 

"About three months ago." 

Then Baba understood everything. 
returned to his cottage without Saying anyt 
further for fear of publicity. But very soon 
became known to everyone that Baba had b 
mercifully blessed by Radharani, for the sor 
his foot had mysteriously disappeared and 
State also had undergone a suc 


He always Cried, "Hal! Radh 


ao 
hey 
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Karunamay! (embodiment of mercy)!" and wept. 
Once Baba desired to do the pafha (reading) 
The Vrajabasis made 

ading 


of Srimad Bhagavata. 
Baba started re 
five 


necessaly arrangements. 
and explaining Rasapahcadhyayi (the 
hagavata relating to Rasalila). A 

f the lowest 


chapters of B 
doma child (child b 
castes) came every 


elonging to one oO 
day and listened to the patha 
most attentively. The Vrajabasis did not like this. 
bject to his coming. On the 

mpleted, 


But Baba did not o 
last day, when the pdatha was to be co 
y someone 


the child came like one possessed D 
f patha 


else and sat on Baba’s lap. In the midst © 
he inquired, "Baba, after Rasa-lila, where did 
Krsna rest, In Seva-kufhja or in Samketa-vana?- 
Before Baba could reply there was 4 loud 
like the explosion of a bomb. His soul 
dhra (the 


took it’s flight through his brahma-ran 
wn of the head) and probably 


aperture at the cro 
reached where Radha and Krsna were resting 


after asd. 


sound 


ot RES LS 


aa 


CHAPTER VII 


Sripada Navakisora 
Gosvami and Sripada 
Locanananda Gosvam| 


Locanananda Gosvami were the sons of 
Sripada Laksmikanta Gosvami, 4 
descendant of Sri Nityananda Prabhu. They lived 
in Dhacca. Both the brothers were learned and 
intensely devoted. Both renounced the world In 


the prime of their youth and went to Vrndavana 
for bha/ana. 


They were conscious of the utter necessity of 

a spiritual guide and wanted to take shelter under 

siddha Srikrsna Dasa Baba of Govardhana. But 

they thought that if they revealed their identity to 
him, he would regard them as worshipable being 
the descendants of Nityananda Prabhu; and would 
not accept them as his pupils. Therefore they 
told him that they belonged to a low caste and 
requested him to accept them as his servants and 
guide them in bha/ana. 

Krsnadasa Baba was impressed by their 
sincerity and keenness. He kept them in 
his @asrama and began to teach them 
astakalina-lila-smarana (meditation of Krsna-lila 
as performed during the eight parts of the day). 

Krsnadasa Baba had become very old. He 


G iecen Navakigora Gosvami and Sripada 


Tne as GAs f ! Vi 


them 
nd gliaate accept all kinds 
t any hesitation. Th 


é u ; 
itho f service, ey 


er all kinds © 


er brother came 


menial § 
+ of them. He went to 


After some time . 
to Govardhana !1 Cas 2 At that time the two 
Krsnadasa Baba s mane a sa Ganga for bathing 

brothers had gone to Ma aw that Siddha Baba 
When they returned they © brother was 
| nd their younger Was _ 

eres ae : They understood that Baba 
pre because he had see to know abeum 
their lineage. They fell at his feet and asked for 
pardon. Siddha Baba said in a voice FINgINg Wr 
rage, "You are a fraud! You have usurped m 
right to serve and forced your service upon 
by deceit. Could there be a greater treache 
than this? | never imagined that Prabhu-santa 
(descendants of Nityananda Prabhu) could 
such impostors!" + 
The two brothers said with folded hands and 


tears flowing from their eyes, "Maharaja! We are 


ae 


great sinners. Birth after birth we have been 
accumulating sins. It is on account of those si 
that this time we are born in a family, in w 


by the very nature of i 

; Our birth we e 
from bhakti. Our birth and ht 
Of which we 


Society, have fil| 
INeligible for bhakti 
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under the feet of a mahabhagavata (siddha saint), 
we cannot hope to attain bhakti. We knew that 
no one would accept us if we disclosed our 


identity. 

Therefore we were compelled to adopt this 
course. We have undoubtedly committed an 
offence. You can now give us whatevet 


punishment you think we deserve.” 

Krsnadasa Baba said, ‘Your punishment Is 
this, Both of you wash your feet with your own 
hands and give the caranamrta' to me to drink. 
Thus only the offence you have committed by 
fraudulently serving me can be expiated." 

The Gosvami brothers had to obey, though 

most unwillingly and painfully, to pacify Baba. 
Baba was pacified. He said, "| am happy that 
Krsna gave me the company of two great persons 
like you. It is out of vaisnava humility that you 
regarded your birth and lineage aS a curse. In 
fact it is due to your lineage that you are so 
humble and devoted. | do not have even a 
semblance of the humility and devotion you 
possess. You now continue to stay in this 
4érama and do bha/ana. 1 shall consider myself 
honoured and blessed.” 

But the Gosvaml brothers pleaded their 
inability to stay in the g§rama anymore. How 
could they stay there to be revered by a Siddha 
Baba and his disciples, whom they revered 


themselves? They sought a solitary place in a 


1 The water in which the foot of the deity, guru, OF 4 brahmin is 
washed. 
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> the west of Kamyavana, caj 
live there. : 
Pasup4a aie - time they went to Kamyavana tom 
eS iddha Sri Jaikrsnadasa Baba, 
have garsana of s/aa Sri Jaikrsnadasa Bap; 
: uaintance with : ‘a 
Their acd w. They used to go to him for his 
was no! “iholy company) even before they 
See the world. Sri Jaikrsnadasa Baba wag” 
nee a powerful magnet of bhakti, who” 
fe ee not only the sadhakas from differeny 
nee but also the deities. Ones when 
Navakisora Gosvami had gone to otay with him 
for some time, he had also carried with him 
his deity Sri Radha-Madanamohana. : 
Radha-Madanamohana felt so much attracted 
Baba that one night he told NavakiSora Gosva 
in a dream, "You have served me well so lo 
| was happy with your service. But now | wo 
like to stay with Jaikrsnadasa Baba Ji and acc 
his service. | will not go back to Dhac 
“Navaki$ora Gosvami had _ to go back alo 
Radha-Madanamohana Ji remained w 
Jaikrsnadasa Baba. So in going to Jaikrsnadasa 
Baba Ji, Navakigora Gosvami used to feel dou 
attraction, the attraction of Baba and 
attraction of his own Thakuray 
Radha-Madanamohana. 


after the family deity. 
to Dhacc4. 


ey Sa ee ae es ee + eer. ee 
a Sie he ele ee ite 0 , ii [ene oe ey Steen ‘rar \ 
ise Sa ee Ros eT ge © Ber her 
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service of the deity satisfactorily. The deity told 
them in a dream, “Do not bother about my 
service. In the village Fardabaja in district 
cattagrama there lives a devotee, who is a big 
jandiord. Everyone in his family will soon die. No 
one will be left to own his property. You take 
me to him. He will transfer all his property to 
me. My service will be performed with the 
income from that property.” 

Both the brothers then took their deity to the 
landlord and told him about the dream. He gladly 
transferred all his property to the deity by a deed 
and appointed the two brothers as sevaits 
(servitors). The service of the deity began to be 
performed in right royal manner. Samkirtans and 
festivals Were frequently held and prasada Was 
given to all and sundry. 

The two brothers had renounced the world for 
bhajana. But they were brought back to the world 
by the will of Krsna. Did this in any way block 
their progress In bhakti? \t did not. For the world 
in which they now lived was the world of Krsna. 
They lived and breathed in the world of Krsna for 
Krsna. Therefore they continued to rise in bhakti 

in stages till the stage of accomplishment 
(siddhavastha) Was reached. This is evident from 
one or two episodes in the life of Locanananda 
Prabhu which are well known. 

Once Locanananda Prabhu was invited to a 
samkirtana at the house of Sri Kartika Adhikari, 
a famous physician of Fardabaja. Locanananda 
was dancing in the samkirtana. Suddenly 
overpowered by a fit of emotion (bhava) he ran 
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Out of the house and disappeared. Even atte, | 
the Samkirtana was over he did not return 
Adhikari jl got the whole of Cattagrama S€arche . 
but he was no} found anywhere. The secong day 
a wider search was Organised. People were Sent 
to Navadvipa, Nilacala and Vrndavana. On the 
fourth day, when Adhikari Ji was sitting With a | 
number of devotees in his drawing room, he Saw 
that some cows had assembled around the 
Qarbage-pit in front of his house. Some of them | 
Standing at the edge of the pit were looking 
amazedly at something below, some seemed tom 
be smelling something in the pit and some, 
intoxicated with the smell, were dancing in an 
exalted mood with their tails turned upwards, 
This aroused the Curiosity of Adhikari Jj and 
others. They went near the pit and saw the body 
Of a man buried in the garbage, head downwards, 
Whose body could it be? They pulled it out of 
the garbage. "Oh, Locanananda Prabhu!" they 
shouted in astonishment. Locanananda Prabhu 
had run away from samkirtana in a state of trance 
and fell into the pit. After samkirtana there was 
a feast of about 500 people, who were served on 
plantain leaves. The leaves with the remnants 
of food, which were thrown into the pit, had 
covered his entire body. Cows had gone into the 
pit to eat the leaves anq the food. 
his feet were uncovered, 
and licking the feet. 
an exaltation that the 


Started dancing in ecs 
The body of Locana 


y went Out of the pit and 
tasy. | 4 


Nanda Prabhu was was 
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put there Was no sign of life in it. Everyone 
began to mourn his death. Everyone was sorry 
that a saintly person like him should have had 
that kind of end. But Adhikari Ji, who was not 
only a competent physician but also an advanced 
devotee examined the body carefully and said, 
"Prabhu JI is not dead. If he was dead, his body 
could not remain fresh even after three days.” 
He asked everybody to perform kirtana. As soon 
as kirtana was started, Prabhu stood up and 
began to dance in ecstasy as before. When he 
came to his own, people asked him how he ran 
away from the samkirtana and lay in the garbage 


for three days. He said that he knew nothing 
about it. 


Sitakunda Candranatha, a place in _ district 
Cattagrama, is famous for the temple of Sambhu- 
natha and the 15 days long fair held there on 
the occasion of Siva-caturdasi. Thousands of 
sddhus and pilgrims attended the fair. The gate 
of the temple is opened at midnight for darsana. 
Once Locandanahda Prabhu went there with a 
number of devotees. At midnight, when he was 
going with the devotees for the darsana of 
Gambhunatha, he met a JogiSvara near 
Vyasakunda and the temple of Kala-bhairava. He 
was tall and fat. His black body was smeared 

with ashes. A garland of bones hung around his 
neck. His long, yellow coloured matted hair 
touched his feet. He wore a tripunda tilaka’ on 
his forehead and his eyes scintillated like balls 
-of fire. The devotees were frightened to see him. 


1 Three curved horizontal marks made on the forehead by the 
worshippers of Siva or Kall. 
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But he fell prostrate before Locanananda Pra 
and supplicated, "My Lord! | am the presig 
deity of this place. My name is Kala-bhairg 
| have been accepting the sins Of peop), | 
Thereby | have myself become heavily burdeng . | 
with sins. | have been anxiously awaiting Your 
arrival here for my deliverance. Kindly haya |) 
mercy on me." Locanananda Prabhu gave Krg e | 
mantra to him. He again prostrated reverentially | 
before him, offered a gold mofur at his feet and 
disappeared. = | 
In Fardabaja there was a river about half a 
mile from the house of Adhikari Ji. Locananahda 
Prabhu used to go to that river for bathing every 
morning. Once the village was afflicted with 
cholera. The epidemic was taking a heavy toll 
of life everyday. One day, when Locananahda 
Prabhu was returning from the river after bath, a 
fiendish old lady, emitting foul smell from her 
body, touched his feet in obeisance. He burst 
out with anger, "Who are you, dirty and 
despicable lady? You have spoiled the water | 
was carrying from the river for the deity by 
touching me." 4 
The lady trembled with fear. She said with 
folded hands, "Prabhu, | am a great sinner. 
only function is to kill innocent people. Besic 


| have committed an offence by touching 


holy feet. | do not know what my fate is going 

to be." " 
“But who are you?" shouted Locanan 

Prabhu. | 


‘Lam visdcikg dey/"-{ 


| the goddess of cholera 
replied the old lady. 


Srit 


ga' 
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Locanananda Prabhu took pity on her and 
gave her Harinama. Then she said, “Prabhu, you 
are my guru. It is my duty to make some offering 
to you. What offering should | make?" 

"You leave the village immediately and never 
come here again. This is the only offering | can 
accept. 

The lady obeyed. 

Locanananda Prabhu again went to the river 
and bathed. On his return he told Adhikari JI, 
"Your village is now free from the scourage of 

cholera for all times." 

Surprisingly all the cholera patients In the 
village recovered immediately and not once since 
then anyone in the village has suffered from 
cholera. What’s more, patients of cholera from 
other villages also are cured on coming here. 

After some time both Sripada Navakisora 
Gosvami Prabhu and Sripada Locanananda 
Gosvami Prabhu went to Jagannatha Purl at the 
time of Ratha-yatra. Sripada Navakisora 

Gosvami Prabhu left the body while having 
Jagannatha Ji’s darsana at the time of 
Ratha-yatra. Locanananda Prabhu then sat at 
the feet of his dead body and said, “Prabhu! You | 
kept me with you like the very shadow of your 
body since birth. Will you now leave me alone?" 
With this he also left his body and followed the 
elder brother to nitya dhama (the eternal abode 


of Radha and Krsna). 


1 (Gaudiya Vaisnava Jivana, vol. Il, P. 154). 


CHAPTER IX 


Sri Jagannatha Dasa 
Baba JI 


ri Jagannatha Dasa Baba Ji had a very 


V4 
Si span of life. He lived for 147 years. 
He used to stay for six months in Vraja 


and six months in Navadvipa. He was known 


throughout Bengal and Vraja as a siddha purusa. 

Once when he was in Navadvipa, Gopinatha 
Raya and Janaki Natha Raya, two self-conceited 
landlords of Bhagyakula went to see him. They 
said to him, "Baba, we are told that you are a 


siddha purusa. Show us some miracle.” 
"What? Who told you that | am siddha?" As 


Baba said this he tapped his stick against the 


ground several times. 
"Let us go. Baba is angry," said the frightened 


landlords and began to leave. 

"No, No, | am not angry. | was only trying 
to drive away a she-goat, who was eating up the 
tulasi plant in Lokanatha Gosvami's kufja in 
Radha-Kunda," Baba said humbly. 

The Landlords were surprised. 
Baba see and drive away an animal hundreds of 
miles away? Immediately they sent a reply-paid 
telegram to someone in Radha-Kunda to seek 
confirmation of the episode. The reply was that 


How could 
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1s 
d actually eaten up the tu/las; 


at ha smi Kunhja that day. 
went to Baba 


r their arrogance. When they 


apologized 10" 1 Bihar, me disciple. 
gone oe They would not believe with 
souls cats Showed them something so that ; 


Sa et suffer on account of any offence aga; t 
mig 4 


oe landiords were fools to have tested Bap 
accomplishment as a saint by asking him to sh 
a miracle. Baba’s siddha state was obvious. 

was himself a miracle. He was at that time | 
hundred and twenty-five years old. His body , 
bent like a semi-circle. His long brows h 
before his eyes like curtains. 


walk. If he had to go anywhere, 


Ousand dand 
He would often 
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sceptical minds or to relieve someone’s suffering 
out of mercy. Jagannatha Dasa Baba also had 
to do this sometimes. 


Once the entire Navadvipa was flooded. 
Almost everybody had to quit. But Baba did not. 
Bihari, who was his only attendant at that time, 
fell seriously ill. Pyarimohana Gosvami of 
Mahaprabhu’s temple called a doctor from 
Calcutta. The doctor pronounced his condition 
as very critical. He said, "The patient would die 
before day-break." Lala Baba called his Kaviraja. 
He also confirmed what the doctor had said. 
Then Baba said, "Allright, | will see who takes 
Bihari away from me." He sat near his bed and 
began to do /apa. After half an hour Bihari 
opened his eyes and said, "Baba, | am very 
hungry." Baba immediately cooked some 
mohana-bhoga' and gave it to him to eat. After 
he had eaten, Baba asked him to go and cook 
for the deity. Bihari took his bath and began to 
cook. 

Bihari was a vrajabasi. He did not Know 
Bengali. But Baba asked him to read 
Caitanya-caritamrta everyday so that he could 
listen. He said, "Baba, | do no know Bengali." 

But Baba asked him to purchase a copy of 
Caitanya-caritamrta, which he did. He then asked 
him to read. Bihari only looked vacantly at his 
face. He said angrily, "Dont Look at me. Look 
at the book." Bihari began to look at the book 


and to his surprise he found that he was able to 


1 A kind of pudding 
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ya-caritamrta like one, Who 


read Caltan and studied Carit 


already learnt Bengas 
well. sha sai Bihari one day, " 

Similarly, manent ae one mm 

abe ui “BabA! | have never even toug 
a mraanga. How can | play on it? There is | 
harm in trying," replied Baba. So Baba sta t 
singing and Bihari took up the mrdanga. Ang | 
He was playing on it like an expert. 

The siddha saints sometimes perform mira 
even without knowing or willing. In the stat 
bhava or ecstasy brought about by stimulatio 
the sentiment of divine love, miracles hay 
automatically, because in that state the sair 
in tune with the Lord; the infinite source 
inconceivable power or energy (acintya Sakti) 
transcends the laws of nature or science. — 
happened in the case of Baba on numer 
occasions. Once a kirtana-party passed by 


side of his cottage in Navadvipa. On hearing 


and took him there. Baba laid himself pros at 
before the party in obeisance. Soon after 
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he leapt oe or three feet above the ground in 
ecstasy; and sometimes fell unconscious On the 
road. Since the road was under repairs and 
scattered with small pieces of stone all over, the 
fall bruised his body, but he was absolutely 
unaware of it. When he thus fell unconscious, 
the devotees sang kirtana close to his ears. 
Then he regained consciousness and again 
started walking, singing and dancing, as if nothing 
had happened. Bhava is contagious. Baba’s 
bhava touched the hearts of the members of the 
party like electric current and they were also lost 
in ecstasy. Their movement, therefore, became 
slow. They took six hours to cover the distance 
from Baba’s cottage to the banyan tree in 
Ranighata, where they stopped. Baba was all 
the time walking with them and dancing and 
jumping in a state of trance! 

Baba had practised a long course of sadhana 
to attain this state. He always had stoic apathy 
to the world and was completely free from 
attachment. He would not even touch money. 
Once Bihari was carrying him somewhere on his 
shoulders. A rich man offered him a supee. 
Baba asked Bihari to put it in his pocket. After 
Bihari had gone about a mile, Baba asked him 
to turn back and go again to the house of the 
man, who had offered the rupee. On reaching 


there, he called the man and said, “please take 


back your rupee. | am told you have thousands 
of rupees. | could not bear the bite of a single 
rupee. | wonder how you bear the bite of so 


many rupees." The rupee Was with Bihari, but it 


i, =a 
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6 
because he ca toucheg 
; Sy to keep it. a 
tetas a ascetic. His die} 
Baba a etei During the four months 59 
strictly regula he took in the first month Only 
rainy en evening, in the second m 
bananas ote third month whey, and in the ¢ 
palate i d banana-flowers without salt. 
month boile oe ae Hrsikega 
Bihari went with 


- a, 
as biting Bab 


Baba once ee: 
2 ‘carana . 
cris aenaene ee he got up at 3 a too 
bath, closed the door of his room an Sat 
for /apa till the evening. Throughout this p 
he observed silence and did not eat Or 
anything. If he had to go for urination or 
if he passed wind he stopped Japa and ba 
before resuming it. In the evening he 
havisyanna (boiled rice with ghee). After 
months one day he saw a tree laden with 
many fruits: He was excited and Said to Bi 
"Bihari look, how many fruits on this tree!" 
broke his silence and he had to “pee 
Purascarana from the beginning. After 4 
months he had the darsana of Gaura-Nitai. — 
is how he became siddha. He used to say 
if one wants to see Gauranga Mahaprabhu o 
Krsna in this life, he Should do purascara 
Siddha saints are self-willed and fe 


They live in a world of their own and do 


ee retains repetition of a mantra for a specified period 1 
Pecified rules ang regulations with the obje ining a 

' ct of attaining a 
Particular eng J oN 


— , i © - 
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Once, when Baba was in Vrndavana he asked a 
sweeper to give him a rof7' to eat. 
The sweeper said, "Why cut a joke with me 


Baba?" 
"No, not a joke. | am very hungry." 
"But | am a Sweeper. How can you eat bread 


from my hand?" 
"What of that? You are a sweeper 


Vrndavana. A sweeper of Vrndavana is superior 


even to Brahmins." 
The sweeper could not disobey a saint like 
Baba. Reluctantly he gave a roti to him and he 


ate it. 
Bihari was watching this with dismay. He 


said, "What have you done Baba? Society will 
treat you as an outcast. It will be difficult for 
you to stay in Vrndavana." Baba only smiled. 
News spread like wild fire throughout 
Vrndavana that Baba had eaten a sweepers roti. 
Soon came Nilamani Gosvami, Radhika Natha 
Gosvami, Gaur Siromani, Gaur Sundar Raya and 
other dignitaries of Vrndavana in a delegation. 
Baba asked Bihari to give them an d4sana_ to sit. 
They seated themselves, but kept looking at each 
other for some time, for no one could muster 


courage to say anything. 
Baba said, "| know why you have come. Why 


not speak out your mind?" 
Then they said in a submissive tone, "Baba! 


you are the crest-jewel of the entire Vraja._ If 


of 


~ 


1 Flour cake baked at home. 
2 Mat, carpet or anything to sit on. 
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anyone says anything against you, We fee| Very, 
much hurt. Now everybody is talking against . 
Some say, "Baba has gone mad." Others 
‘if Baba defies the age old traditions, whay 
happen to society?" 

Baba replied, "You are all learned people. pe 
you not Know the importance of the raja (du. 
of Vrndavana? It is so charged with Krsna-pre 
that even Brahma longs to be a particle of it, 
not the sweeper of Vrndavana, who serves ; 
fafa and rolls and bathes in_ it incessant 
therefore, purer than anyone else?" 

No one could say anything further. - 

Baba was self-willed to such an extent that 
at times he treated even the deities he 
worshipped as he liked. Once he was living jp 
Suryakunda in Vraja. The people of Suryakur 
had made a cottage for him. But Baba wan 
to serve Gaura-Nitai, so they also made a tem 


for the deities. Bihari brought two beaut 


+ 
4 


a x 


The images w 
made of brass and glittered like gold. 
some 


Baba s 
| am only a servant. 
masters are in the temple. You go to th 


The robbers entered the temple. They w 
overjoyed to see the images. 
images were made of gold. 
them up in a blanket and wan 


But the chief of the robbers, who was carr 
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the images, struck against the top frame of the 
door and fell down along with the images. 
Thinking that to be an ill omen the robbers left 
the deities and ran away. Next morning Baba 
asked Bihari to give away the deities to someone 
in Vrndavana. Bihari took the deities to 
vrndavana and gave them to one Ma Gosvamini 
of Gayesapur. At present the deities are installed 
in a temple in Gopala Bagha in Vrndavana. They 
are known as sonara (golden) Gauranga and Nitai. 
After sometime BabA again said to Bihari, 
"Bihari, | do not feel happy without a deity. Get 
me an image of Mahaprabhu from somewhere.” 
Bihari brought an image of six-armed Mahaprabhu 
from Dina Baba ji, a Manipuri Vaisnava, who lived 
in village Mukhara near Radhakunda. The image 
was duly installed and worshipped by Baba for 
ten years. After ten years he said to Bihari, "Go 
and give the deity to someone in Vrndavana.” 
Bihari gave the deity to Baba Nityananda Dasa 
Ji of Gopalaguru Matha in Vrndavana. At present 
that deity is being worshipped in a temple in the 
lane adjacent to the boundry-wall of Nidhuvana 


in Vrndavana. 
it is difficult to say why Baba twice brought 


the deities and sent them away. Did he not 


commit an aparadha (offence) by doing so? It 
is not proper to judge the behaviour of a siddha 


saint by ordinary canons of behaviour. For they 
are above all rules and regulations laid down in 
the scriptures for ordinary devotees. The loving 
intimacy, that develops between him and the deity 
he worships does not countenance any rules and 
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In the game of love that goes 
regulations. both are free to behave as ' 
between the two, hide and seek with each Oth 
choose. Both play episodes narrated above 
Perhaps ys ae and seek that was going ‘on 
Bee an deities and Baba. | % 

Or perhaps the deities had done somethin te 
incur the displeasure of Baba. Examples are 
lacking of the devotee’s chastisement of the q 
for his misdeed. Yasoda’s chastisement of 
child Krsna is very well known. The stories 
chastisement of the deity by other devotees 
also not uncommon. For instance, Bansigq 

Baba of Navadvipa took his deities Gaura-jy 
to task for what he considered to be t 
connivance in the theft of the two pots, in wt 
he used to cook for them Separately. He « 
to them in anger, "You connived with the thiey 
because the theft was committed in y 
presence. How could the thieves Steal with 
your connivance? You must, therefore, suffer 
your misdeed. You will not get anything to 
until the pots are brought back." So both 
and Nitai had to go without food, that day. B 
also had to gO without food, for he ate only 
Prasada of Gaura-Nitaj. Next day Nitai felt 


ee ee. od 
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the pot and kept it in Baba’s cottage. Bansi 
pasa said to Gaura, "This is Nitai’s pot. So he 
will get his food today, but not you. If you want 
to eat, you must also bring your pot back." Baba 
would always do what he said. So he cooked 
for Nita and gave him to eat. While Nitai was 
eating Gaura was simply watching with a long 
face. How long could Gaura tolerate this? 
Ultimately by his wishing or prompting the second 
thief also brought back the second pot. Bans! 
Dasa Baba then cooked for Gaura. 
it may be that Jagannatha Dasa Baba had 
ousted Gaura-Nitai from his temple, because he 
thought they had invited the robbers and created 
disturbance in his bhajana. But what offence had 
the six-armed Mahaprabhu committed to deserve 
his ousting? Baba alone knows. The ways of 
the saints, who have realised the Lord are no 
less inscrutable than the ways of the Lord 
Himself. 
Once Baba said to Bihari, “Bihari, let us go 
to Navadvipa." 
"When, Baba?" 
"When? Just now.” 
Bihari lifted Baba on his shoulder and started 
for Navadvipa. As he lifted Baba, he felt that 
he was lifting a heavy stone. But soon after he 
began to feel as if he was carrying a thin piece 
of cloth on his shoulders. Walking all the 
distance on foot, Bihari reached Navadvipa within 


nine days. Who can say whether this was due 


to the miraculous power of Baba or the devotion 
of Bihari Dasa to the Guru? 
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ssing through the fo. 
ne suddenly stopped and b 
of BhagalaPiy aba asked, "What's them 
to turn back. ; replied in low voice, “there 
Bihari?" Bihari ane Baba spoke commandin 
lion sitting In ce a parsada (companion) 
"No. No, not a NR to -greetoyari 
MEE oe his the. donee atin 
ihe iow ioe the forest. ij 
prea time Baba went to Navadvipa, 
per never to come back to Vindavanay | 
news spread all over Vraja that Baba v 
leaving Vrndavana for good, Nilamani > Pia 
Radhikanatha Prabhu and other Vaisnay 
pandits and Vrajabasis' started COMmAtia 
persuade him not to go. They asked him, "B 
why are you leaving Vrndavana in your old 
The question brought about a sudden ch 
in Baba. His eyes were filled with tears 
body trembled, and the hairs of the body | 
on ends. He replied in a voice choked 
emotion, “| am leaving, because | want to 
the last days of my life in Navadvipa a | 
lotus-feet of Gaura-Nitai. | am a lowly persot 
| do not know how many offences | 
committed. Gaur-Nitai of Navadvipa are m 
merciful than Krsna of Vrndavana. They con 
the offences of the jiva, give him a | 
€mbrace and accept him as _ their pa. 
(Companion or servant). a 
On way to Navadvi 
Kalina to meet his old 


aint Bhagavan 


When Bihari 


Pa Baba Stopped at / 
friend and god-broth 
Das Baba Ji of Kalina 
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scene of their meeting was unique. Never had 
the persons, Who were present at the meeting, 
seen such a scene before. On seeing each other, 
both the saints were so filled with joy that they 
clasped each other, and interlocked in each 
other's loving embrace began to roll on the ground 


in a fit of emotion. This continued for hours. 
Both seemed to be in samadhi. \t appeared that 
the samao/h/ would never break. There was 


nothing unnatural about it, because it was not a 
meeting between ordinary persons; but a meeting 
of hearts between two devotees who had realized 
Krsna, and whose hearts were overflowing with 
Krsna-prema. Prema is so powerful that it makes 
not only the devotees, but even Krsna rock and 
roll and dance in ecstasy (C.C. 3.78.17). 

The disciples of the two saints, however, 
became very anxious. Visnudasa Baba, the 
foremost disciple of Bhagavana Dasa said to 
Bihari, "It is now 11 P.M. We must do something 
to bring them back to consciousness. Jagannatha 
Dasa Baba must be very tired and hungry after 
his long journey. He must have something to 
eat.” 

Bihari said, "Yes, Baba has not had even a 
morsel of food for the last three days." As he 
said this, he lifted Jagannatha Dasa Baba in his 
lap and began to massage his chest. After 
sometime Baba regained consciousness. Looking 


at Bihari he said, 
"Bihari, have you taken food?" 
"How can | Baba, until you have eaten? You 


have not yet taken anything and it is now 11 


84 
t. . “" 
o’clock ies no, it is evening a 
‘Night agi laughed. Baba stayeg 
Be ces Baba for ten days and then , 
Bhagavane 4 
a. pret | 
. paaoeyeger Navadvipa Biharl asked, "5% 
n 


Ss. ould you stay?” | 
: et ake Naveatni would have Ylac 
on d Baba. But Baba said, ‘I will no 
welcome gene 
to any as/ama. | will stay under & : be 
stayed under a tree. After sometime Bihari, 
the help of Sri Kedaranatha Dutta, knowr 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, purchased a piece of 
near the tree and built two thatched cottage 
it. Later three pucca cottages were built al 
boundry wall erected round them by Sri Ban; 
Raya Bahadura of Tarasa. Baba lived her 
32 years. : 
He left the body at the age of 147, 
There was a ke/li-kadamba tree in B 
asrama, under which he used to sit for medi 


f 


and chant Hare Krsna. After Bé 
disappearance, the tree began to dry up an 
bark fell off. On it’s naked body appeared the 
words "Hare Krsna" which, though not vel 
distinct, could easily be read. We 

Four or five days before Baba left the 
he said to Bihari, "Bihari, you have render 
much service to me, but | have not yet beer 
fo do anything for you. Today | will gi 
four or five cart-loads of wealth." | 


Bihari said, "Well said Baba, You don 
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anything except a broken karava’ and you will 
ive me cart-loads of wealth!" 
"Oh Bihari, you do not understand. | will ask 
Mahaprabhu and he will easily arrange. But you 
let me know whether you want me or wealth.” 
"| want you, not wealth," Bihari replied quickly. 
Baba was happy to hear this. He said, "Very 
good, Bihari. By opting for me you will have Mme, 
but not wealth. At the same time you will not 
have to suffer for want of anything. You will live 
for a hundred years. Always chant Harinama. 
Kali will not be able to do any harm to you. You 
will be blessed with the vision of Gaura Nitai." 
Nothing is known about the early life of 
Jagannatha Dasa Baba, except that he had taken 
diksa trom Sri Jagadananda Gosvami of 
Srngaravata of Vrndavana and Vaisnava Sannyasa 
trom siddha Sri Krsnadasa Baba of Govardhana. 
Baba had a large number of disciples, some 
of whom became s/ddha. Among his siddha 
disciples the names of the following may be 


mentioned: 

1. Sri Bihari Dasa Baba Ji, 

2. Sri Bhagavan Dasa Baba Ji, 

3. Sri Gaurahari Dasa Baba Ji of Navadvipa, 

4. Sri Ramahari Dasa Baba Ji of Vrndavana, 

5. Sri Nityananda Dasa Baba Ji of Barasana, 
and 

6. Sri Krsna Dasa Baba Ji of Kadambakhandi. 
Baba used to give valuable advice to the 


sadhakas. For instance he said: 


1 Earthen vessel for keeping water. 
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, any Of wom. 
4. You must avold hee aan ie oan 
the company ee the company of a man 
of wanieh eae with the person ke 
is in any 
the eran vaneilagren the Supreme 
oun Fe repeat Harinama regularly 
sAebbree sen Regularity is important. a s 
Reade tee even at the cost of one’s life 
3. You should not forget Gaura, for he is 
more benevolent and merciful than Krsna. 
is like a just ruler, who takes inte account 
offences in his administration of justice. 
does not take into account your offences. 
Krsna is interested more. in dispensatio 
justice, Gaura is interested more in dispensa 
of mercy. From this point of view, Gaura-kirt 
also is more useful than Krsna-kirtana, | 
Gaura-kirtana is, for example, Srj 
Caltanya Prabhu Nityaénanda, &rj Ad 
Gadadhara Srivasédi Gaura Bhaktavrnda, 
4. Krsna is the avatara of Dvapara, Ga 
the avatara of Kali. We should sing the 
and the hymns of. the avatara in whose 
live, just as we Sing t 


he praises of the 
whose kingdom we live 


CHAPTER X 


éri Gauraki$Sora Siromanl 


was a chaste lady. When her husband 
died she expressed her desire to become 
sati, Her relations tried to dissuade her by telling 
her about the pain and torture a sat/ has to suffer. 
Then she dipped her finger in ghee (clarified 
butter) and put it on the flame of a lamp. The 
finger began to burn like firewood. Showing the 
finger to her relations she said, "See, how it 
burns, but it does not give me any pain." Then 
after circumambulating seven times the burning 
pile on which her husband's corpse was laid, she 
jumped into it. Even today the place near 
Guskara station in Vardhamana district, where she 
became sat/ is known as sati dafga. Before 
jumping into the burning pile she said to her 
people, "When my daughter Ramadasi comes of 
age you marry her to Gauracandra Siromani, the 
son of Dhanakrsna Cattopadhyaya of village 
Citahati in tahsi/a Katoya. 

At that time Ramadasi was one and a half 
years old and Gauracandra was a young boy, who 
went about seeing theatrical performance and had 
little to do with reading or writing. Obviously, 


: ae ee aie ; 
S: Gaurakigora Siromani’s mother-in-law 
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ernatural pn, 

mors na in the ral 
seen in Gauracaner to him when she cam 

As! age of twenty, Gauracandra 

age. Up to ie alphabets. One day one of 

not even eee "Gaura, it seems you will ren, 
neg n Oe sa oleae to your family." 
illiterate on he became restless for lear 
that eee the rudiments of the Be 
After : from some pandita he went to Katg 
spdsanthen the fola (a sanskrta Schoow™ 
Pafcanana Tarkaratna. Later he learnt all 
bhakti-Sastras trom Sakhicarana Dasa Pang 
Baba of Katoya, and became famous as a pan 
well versed in the sastras. He began to liy 
the natya-mandira’ of Mahaprabhu’s temple 
Katoya and started teaching. 
He also took diksa mantra from sidd a 
Caitanya Dasa Baba of Navadvipa and Star 
bhajana. From early morning till 2 o’clock 
afternoon he spent his time in kirtana, nam 
and /i/a-cintana (meditation on lila). Afte 
he cleaned the path to Ganga and the Place v 
was used by the va/snavas as urinal. Th 


bathed in Ganga, went to Mahaprabhu’s » 


e «gl 


in the temple and te 
da* thrown in a pit ou 
As for his meal he boiled 
€, added a little Salt to it a 


Particle of their prasa 
the temple. 


1 A hall in fro 


nt of a temple. 
2 Remnants of 


their food. 


St 


ee ee en, —— a, ny ce a 8 
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after offering it to Mahaprabhu. In the evening 

ne taught Srimad Bhagavatam and other Sastras 

to students. Once commenting on the janmadasy4 
sloka of Srimad Bhagavatam in an assembly of 
the greal vaisnava pandits of Katoya, Siroman| 

Mahasaya spoke for 35 days and his explanation 

was throughout in support of the concept of sr 

Gauranga and his philosophy. The pandits with 

one voice acclaimed him king of the pandits of 

Katoya and the surrounding area. 

The tantrika pandits' of Kagrama of 

Murgidabada district got jealous of him. They 
invited him to Kagrama for Bhagavata patha with 
a view to numiliate him. The pafha was arranged 
near the Visnu-temple of Kagrama. On the third 
day of the pafha, the pandits arranged for 
pasu-bal/ (animal sacrifice) for Kali-pija instead 
of patha at the same place, where patha was 
held. Afier Kall-paja, when they began the 
sacrifice, every time they had to strike the animal 
with the sword twice. This was an evil portent. 
So they tried to propitiate the goddess. At night 
the goddess told the pu/ar/ in a dream, “You have 
insulted a Visnu-bhakta. \ shall kill you!” 

The tantrika pandits were very much 
frightened. They went to Siromani Mahasaya, 
apologized for their misdeed and requested him 
to do something to save them. Siromani 
MahasSaya asked them to go and bathe in Ganga 
and chant Harinama. The pangai/ts obeyed. They 


| A follower of tantra books prescribing a code of religious 
ceremonies particularly for the worship of Siva and Durga. 
¢ MahasSaya ineans a respectable person or a mahdtma. — 
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nd pleased the goddeg. 


anga a : 
ee nase a in Harinama from Siro 
Me iteeene time Siromani MahaSaya we 
Vrndavana and began to live in a house 
Kesighata, which even today is known as Siro 
Kufja. In Vrndavana he used to teach Bhag 
to the va/snavas in the afternoon. An 
vaisnava, whom nobody knew, came fo atten 
Bhagavata patha everyday just when the 
began and went away immediately after the p 
without giving an opportunity to anyone to in 
who he was and where he came from. B 
listened to the patha with utmost attention. 


day, when Siromani Mahasaya was describing 


asaya could say anythi 

reply, the old va/snava, who never Spoke aq - 
said, "Do you want to hear Or to see how she 
did it!" oa 
The oiher va/snavas said, "Who would like 
hear if he can see?" | 
The old va/snava then Said, “All-right, 


ao cross-legged facing the north and 
al Gaur!" and began to meditate. After 
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We have said before that in Vraja many siddha 
manatmas, WN left their physical body hundreds 

of years before, still live there in their spiritual 

body and help remove the doubts and difficulties 

of the sadhakas. The old va/snava might have 

peen one of them. 

Sjromani Mahasaya bowed down to everyone, 
considering him to be superior to him in devotion. 

i was difficult to walk along with him on the 

road, because he would bow down to every 

pilgrim, who came to Vrndavana. When anyone 
asked him why he bowed to the pilgrims, he 
replied, “You don’t know. Your devotion to 
Vrndavana has become still because of your 
nearness to it. There is little enthusiasm or zest 
in it. But these people live in far off places. 
Some come from East Bengal, some from 
Gujarata, Maharastra, Madras or Multauna, inspite 
of all the trouble and tribulation they have to 
suffer on the way. Their yearning and enthusiasm 
for Vrndavana are much more adorable. So my 
head naturally bows down to them." 

Siromani MahaSaya, as far as possible, never 
allowed anyone to do dandavat 10 himself. 
Anyone who wanted to do dandavat to him found 
him lying prostrate at his feet even before he 
made obeisance to him. Once Sridhara, a 
disciple of Vijayakrsna Gosvami, went to him for 
darsana. At that time he was asleep. Sridhara 
performed dandavat at his feet. As soon as he 
got up after performing dandavat he saw that 
Siromani Mahasaya’s feet had automatically 


turned in another direction. He performed 
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jrection. He : 
in pant ae This time ala 
gandaval a gai? turned in another direc 
that his feet erformed dafdavat three 
this wey pate different direction acco 
bigs rei of Siromani MahaSgaya’s fee; 
ee ae he found that sleeping Sirg 
Seca feet had automatically turneg to ; 
idavat. a 
ere living in Vrndavana for Some 
Siromani Mahasaya fell seriously itll, Thi 
that his life would soon end ie took | 
(vaisnava samnyasa) from siddha Sri N ity 
Dasa Baba Ji of Madanamohana Thaura, 
vesa he was given the name Sri 
Siromani. By the grace of guru he ¢§ 
recovered from illness. Siddha Sri 


turned 


rdj 


a Ji, 
Started living there. Even before his 
Gaurakisora Dasa Baba ji was known as a 


Inahatma. After his vesa Nityananda Das; 
JI became more famous, and People be 
come to him in larger numbers for dargéa 


advice regarding bha/ana. Seeing tha 
created disturbance 


Siromani himself sat 
Dasa Baba Ji’s kuti a | é 
difficulties of the people, who came to §s 
Nityananda Dasa Baba, to their Satisfacti 
anyone insisted on having the Oar: 
Nityananda Dasa Baba, he asked him to 
the Evening when Baba came Out to liste 
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tha. 
daily 24! 
On account of the service he thus rendered 
to Sri Gurudeva, however, his own bhajana began 
But this did not dissuade him 


to be disturbed. 
from the service of Gurudeva, because be 
er 


considered service to Gurudeva of much greats 
importance than his own bhajana. Besides, IN 
course of time, he adjusted himself to the nea 
situation and could carry on his bhajana 
undisturbed even while engaged in the service of 
Gurudeva. He used to tell the tyagis (those who 
had renounced the world) that in their bhajana 
they should be like the pigeon of Naubatakhana. 

Sometime after Gaurakigora Siromani had 
taken vesa from Nityananda Dasa Baba Ji, 
Pandita Ramakrsna Dasa Baba Ji also took vesa 
from him. Nityananda Dasa Baba JI told 
Ramakrsna Dasa Baba Ji, "Although Gaurakisora 
is your god-brother, you should regard him as 
your guru." This speaks of the high esteem in 
which Gaurakigora Siromani was held by siddha 
Nityananda Dasa Baba Ji. All other va/snavas 
also held him in high esteem. 

At that time there lived in Vrndavana, besides 
Nityananda Dasa Baba and Pandita Ramakrsna 
Dasa Baba, a number of other siddha mahatmas 
and va/snavas like Siddha Balarama Dasa Baba, 


Sri Brahmananda Gosvamipada of Srngaravata, 


1 Naubata-Khana is a place above the entrance-gate of a temple 
Or palace reserved for the musicians, who beat the drum and 
play on Sahand/ ( a musical instrument like flute). The 
Naubata-khana is usually infested by pigeons, who continue to 
live there happily, as if totally unconcerned with the disturbing 
sound of the drum. aie 


The Saints Of Vraja . 
Gosvami, Stl eNilamani Gosvam'| pada) = 
Haracandra Gosvamipada, Sri Gangapraga a : 
Raya of Tarasa and Sri Hajara Mahaga a7 
Gaurakigora Siromani was highly respected by ay 
Of them. | | 


These Siddha mahadtmas kept an wie UPOn al| 
Sadhakas.  |f they found anyone “a “ca 
the Principles of behaviour laid down jn , 


Sastras for sadhus and vaisnavas they CaStigatey — 


him. 


Nst 


Once they had to castigate even Gaurakigor, s 


Siromani Baba for one of his lapses. The Rani 
of Hetamapura came to Vrndavana. She Was a 


very much pleased to hear the Bhagavata-patha 4 
of Gaurakigora Baba Ji. After the patha she Sent 
some money, fruits and flowers etc. to him in the : 
form of daksiné. He accepted them, because he | 
did not want to hurt the Rani by refusing them. a 
The va/snavas reprimanded him for this. He 
realized the gravity of his offence’ and asked for 
Punishment. The va/snavas ordered that he @ 
should do Bhagavata-patha in each of the temples 


Of Vrndavana within a year. The order was 
difficult, because the number of temples in 


Vrndavana was large. Yet Gaurakigora Bab 


day. 


eee 


> 
{ 
\ 
| 
5 
| 


carried out the order by doing several paths a 
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Sri 
him Gly= deep into It. Once he saw a dancing 
irl returning from somewhere after 4 
The. girl reminded him of @ 
Imed with 


erformance. 
and he was_ so overwhe 
us on the ground. 


vraja-goP! 
phava that he fell unconscio 
One night Siromani Mahasgaya heard his guru 
Caitanya Dasa Baba Ji saying to him in 4 
ing to Vrndavanal” 
left the body 


Sri 
dream, "Siromani, | am com 
erstood that Gurudeva had 
Krsna-lila in celestial Vrndavana. 
Soon after, in the year 1890, 


He und 

to participate in 
He was shocked. 
e also followed his Gurudeva. 


2 oh sey 


CHAPTER XI 


Sri Gauracarana Dasa 
Baba Ji 


a descendant of Sri Lokanatha Gosvaml, 
an associate of Sriman Mahaprabhu. He 
was born in falkahari village in the district of 
Jessore (Bangladesh). At a very early age he 
left home and went to Navadvipa. There he took 
initiation from s/ddha Sri Caitanya Dasa Baba Ji. 
After remaining in the service of gurudeva for a 
long time, he requested permission to go to see 
holy Vraja and return. Gurudeva said, "Go, but 
will you be able to return? Having gone there you 
may find yourself in the love-trap of Krsna and 
Balarama. They may not let you come." 
Gauracarana said, "No gurudeva, you may rest 
assured, | will return quickly after making the 8&4 
kosa parikrama (circumambulation) of Vraja." 
Gauracarana went to Vrndavana. He 
performed the parikrama of Vraja. At the 
conclusion of the parikrama he went to Mahavana 
and had the darsana of Dauji (the image of 
Balarama). He resolved to pass the night there 
and at dawn to set out for Navadvipa. During 
the night, while he was asleep, Dauji called him 


by name and said, “Look, you are very dear to 


S iddha Sri Gauracarana Dasa Baba JI was 
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ain here and do bha/jana in the Ca 
mec se dens there. Here you will attain ay th 
O 
you see 
tee worships Bhagavan, because ha 


you want.” 
vo - j 

ae But when Bhagavan begins to jg 

a Green what remains for him to achiey 
ree remains is the sweet game of hide and gq 
that goes on between the two. Gauracarana Ba 


had sakhya bhava or the bhava of frien 
towards Bhagavan. Friends of 


between them. 
that Gauracarana Sho 


dly 


relationship 
have love-quarrel 
unnatural, therefore, 
have quarreled with Dauji. So, protesting agaj 
what Dauji said, he replied, "No | shall go t, 
Navadvipa according to the instructions of my 
Guru. | will not stay here." | 
“Twill not let you go," said Dauji, with a 

playful smile on his face. Ae 

uld obey his g 


After reflecting for a While, he Said, 


Or Daujf. 

"No, Ol slnghalbyaos) tah shal leave this y. ry 

moment." a 
slung his 


Even as he said this he Sprang up, 
bag over his shoulder and set out at 
Gauracarana was Marching fast. As he 
marching on, there rang in his ears sometim 
the words of gurudeva, "Go, 


to return!" 
"Vl not let you go." The smiling face of Di 


seemed to draw him back forcibly. stiyy he 
Pushing forward with long strides. Every li 
while he turneg his face back to see whet 
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pauji was coming right behind. He was 
determined to stop a while and take rest only 
f Vraja. After going 
| 


after crossing the perimeter o 
a long distance he thought, “By now perhaps, 
have crossed the border of Vraja.” But as the 
day dawned he was amazed to find where he 

like a fool, 


He exclaimed, “Oh! Have l, 
round and round Baladeva 


was. 
This illusion must have 


been only going 
Kunda all night long?! 
been manoeuvred by Baladeva.° 

The words of gurudeva 
Gauracarana realized that it was not possible for 
him to escape the grip of Dauji. What could the 
helpless Baba Ji do? He began to dwell in the 
cave pointed out by Dauji and do his sadhana 


came true. 


there. 
He would get up very early in the morning, 


take his bath and start chanting "Rama’ Krsna" 
with the aid of a large rosary. He would go on 
chanting till the afternoon. Then he would come 
out of the cave, again take bath and sit down 
for reading Srimad Bhagavatam and other 


scriptures. 
At dusk he would go begging for food. He 


would converse with no one. Nor would he go 
anywhere else. For twenty years he did bhajana 
in this manner in the cave. His absorption in 
chanting was so deep that even while asleep he 
could be heard chanting "Rama-Krsna!" 
Gauracarana Baba had the conceit of being 


1 A pool named after Baladeva. 
2 Balarama or Baladeva. 
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Sridama and th 
brother of Sri e 
the Ie henna It is believed that ps 
gies cs to his cave and feed him with ,™ 
use 


ar candy. , 
agen some time Gauracarana’s reputation 


; ‘ima spread far and wide. 4 d 
: ene cee came from Ban a 
ees initiation from him. Everyday When 
went out for begging, he Saw chim Sitting Ou 
his cave. But Baba said nothing to him, 
way one year passed: Then onebdayane 
him, “Who are you? What do yOu want?" 

Mahasaya introduced himself and said, "| d 
your grace (i.e.  initiation)." 
“What is that under yOur arm?" askeg Baba 
"This is Caltanya-caritamrta, "Sie replied — 
Baba took him inside the cave and asked 
to recite Caltanya-caritamrta. From that day 
about a year Saha MahaSaya recited to 
Caltanya-caritamrta everyday. During this pe 
Baba gave him Oks a. Later 
vaisnava samnyasa and the namessm 

Dasa. Dayala Dasa Was the first 

Gauracarana Dasa Baba JI. After him 

Others took initiation or vesa from him. 
At the time of hearing the 


In 
ASke 


disciple 


Clothes got 
to the recita 
for Gaura th 
he began to 


tr. 
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associates: “Sri Gauranga, Nityananda, sri 
advaitacandra, GadAdhara, Srivasadi Gaura 
ghaktavrnda.” 

How is it that Gauracarana Baba, who was 


intensely devoted to Rama and Krsna, became 4 
gevotee of Gaura? Was it because the madhurya 
kta 


(sweetness) of Bhagavan in the form of a bha 

charged with Mahabhava, the sentiment of 
Radha’s love for Krsna, the highest love 
sentiment, is even more charming than the 


sweetness (madhurya) of Krsna, the highest 


embodiment of all rasas? 
A year later Dayala Dasa Baba JI expressed 


to gurudeva his desire to go to Navadvipa to have 
the darsana of his parama-gurudeva. 


Gauracarana Dasa _ found himself in a 
predicament. He did not want to be deprived of 
the company of a loving devotee like Dayala 
, Dasa. But after reflecting for a while he said 
with a deep sigh, “All right! Go. | could not go 
back to serve gurudeva. You go and serve him.” 
Dayala Dasa went away. But Gauracarana 
could not bear his separation. He began to think 
that Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu Himself had come 
to him in the guise of Dayala Dasa to dispense 
Gaura-bhakti to him. He went about from grove 
to grove shouting "Dayal! Dayal!” like a madman. 
Did Gauracarana Baba, in consequence of his 
love for Gaura, forget all about Rama and Krsna? 
The question does not arise. For Gaura is not 
Separate from Krsna. He is only a different form 


| The guru of his guru. 


102 


rsna. He is Gaura-krg . 
Or maexioned Krsna, faving thé ie 
pardone ee ate devotee. He appears in this ; 
concelt ¥e relish the madhurya of his own Ki 
ee also to relish Krsna-prema or the b 


l to Krsna. 
loving devotion rsr | | 
ii There was no- change _ in Gauracara 


sakhya-bhava towards Rama and Krsna. y d 
the maddening spell of this Senna One day he 
went to the temple of Govindaji in Vindavana 
Perchance he was reminded of Krsna’s 
saying in Srimad-Bhagavatam: "| follow ¢ 
behind my devotee so that the dust Of his et 
may settle on my body and | may be purifieq 
He went before the image of Govindaji and S 
‘Take the dust of my feet." The Priest of Govin 
thought he was mad. They pushed him Ou 
the temple. While going out of the temple 
turned his face towards Govindaji and Said, 
right, you push me out. But remember my n; 
is Gauracarana. When you come out to p 
the evening | shall make you take the du 
my feet. Unless you do go | will not Play with 
you!" i 
Gauracarana Baba’s behaviour towards 
Govinda may arouse our indignation. | 
surprisingly, Govinda enjoyed it He aly 
enjoys the devotee’s Outburst of anger in 
more than the Praises or glorification of ad 
CONnSCious of his a/svarya (lordliness). Thi 


extreme example of raganuga-bhak 
SPontaneous outflow of devotion, free fr 
Stress and Strains of the Moral imperative 


Sr es (Rie NR FS 
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injunctions of the scriptures, which is prevalent 
in Vraja. But it highlights the importance of the 
total absence of a/svarya bhava in raganuga 
phakti. 

After some time Sri Gauracarana Dasa Baba 
went to Kufnjara village in Vraja and began to 
reside there. He lived very long. In his last 
years he resided in Vrndavana with his disciple 
éri Krsna-Caitanya Dasa (Raya Saheb Sri Kailasa 
Dasa) in the Manipuri Kufija, where he left his 
physical body to join Sri Krsna in celestial 
Vrndavana and participate in his ///a. 


CHAPTER XII 


Sri Lala Babu 


t was evening. The sun was about to set. 
[ai Baba was out in a palanquin for a 
pleasure drive in Calcutta. In front of os 
palanquin were some gunmen and saedbriesitlicse O 
sepoys and servants trailed behind. re 
palanquin was brought down and kept in the mids 
of a beautiful grove surrounded by trees and 
creepers, laden with fruits and flowers of different 
hues. 
A hooka' with a long pipe having a silver 
mouth-piece was soon placed before Lala Babu. 
Resting on one side on a large pillow with a 
velvet cover he held the pipe close to his mouth 
and started smoking. As he was smoking a cool 
evening breeze was blowing, the birds returning 
to their nests were twittering, the waves of Ganga 
seemed 10 be dancing to their tune and the 
crimson rays of the setting sun added their own 
charm to the scene. Lala Babi’s heart was 
Swinging with joy to see what appeared to him 
'o be nature’s entertainment for him. He felt that 


! Smoking pipe with long flexible tube, smoke being drawn — 
through water in vase to which tube and bowl are attached. 


there was no one in the world Nappier than hice 

Suddenly a spark disturbed him. The spam 
came from a cottage nearby. It was the Cotta, 
of a fisherman. The fisherman was asleep. g 
daughter was trying to awaken him by 3 
"Baba, awake! The day is about to close 


sun is setting." ae 
The words of the girl kept ringing into 1 
Baba’s ears for sometime. He felt that he h 
heard a call from Vrndavana, a Call fr, 
Radharani, who was saying. "Baba, how long | 
you continue to sleep? Life’s term wil| SOon 
over. So wake up and do what you can wh 
there is yet time to conquer death." 
The call came like an electric shock. It sho 

the entire frame of Lala Babia’s body. The D 
tell from his mouth. The hubble bubble of + 
hookah stopped. There was a sudden change 
him. He was no more the Lala Babi, w 
considered himself to be the happiest man of t 
world. The dream-world of happiness in w 
he had so far lived had no attraction for him 
He had realized that death was more real 
Power and pelf, the majesty and grandeur he 


been enjoying. He knew that when death ca 


QVin 
rT 


Sky. The call 
Slumber. 
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with this determination he went home. He 
assed the whole night weeping and praying to 
Radharan! so that She might give him the courage 
to act immediately in response to Her call. The 
next morning he called his wife and children and 
said, "| have heard Radharani’s call and | am 


going to Vrndavana." His wife and children 
started weeping and wailing. Other relatives and 
triends used all their wit and strength to move 
him from his determination. But he ignored their 
persuation and the weeping and wailing of his 
wife and children and started for Vrndavana. 


Lala Babu’s real name was Krsna Candra 
Sinha. He was born in 1775 with a silver spoon 
in his mouth. His grandfather Ganga Govinda 
Sinha was the governor of Bengal and Bihar, 
when Warren Hastings was the governor general 
of India. He had by his extraordinary ability made 
a huge fortune and had become the owner of a 
large estate. His brother Radha-Govinda was 
also fabulously rich. 
Krsna Candra Sinha’s father Pranakrsna was 
the only heir to the property of the two brothers. 
He, therefore, became the richest and the most 
4 respectable man of Eastern India of his time. 
q Krsna Candra was his only son. Ganga Govind 
Sinha used to call him "Lala" out of affection. 
The servants in the family and the other people 
called him "Lala Babi" out of respect. Therefore 
he became known as Lala Babi all over India. 

_ Lala Babd’s intelligence was extraordinary. 
His father appointed the best teachers to teach 
him English, Sanskrit and Persian. Within a short 


increases the earning of the estate." 


aSSociated with the divine Lila of Mahapr 
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ired mastery over these langage 
ane Nees read Bhagavata. M's stug i 
He loved ae so thorough that ne could ©Xplaj a 
sae menomoah ial of any:.0f With — 
the de . 


d skill. S 

sete acumen an d a 
selene also very kind-hearted and JeNeroy. 
5 . 


o see the suffering of the 
His perenne « iisecaieaeise aa Could gl 
and sd eaneuee for want of money, aPProac 
dat! aie immediately he asked the treag, 
ye him a thousand rupees. Miia = treas 
sought the permission of Lala Babilis father. 
said, "Since Lala has already promised this 5 
to the man, you give it to him. But ten Lala ¢ 
he should give money in charity in this man 
only when he himself earns something 


Lala Baba felt this very much. 
himself, "The grandson of multimillionaire Gang 


post of Saristedara (head of a department 
Vardhamana collectorate. On account o 
extraordinary ability he began to rise rapidly 
One position to another. At this time he als 
Married and had a son. 
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This gave a fillip to his innate 
er towards bhakti After his official work 
fenden’ to devote the rest of his time to the 
he of religious books, nama-j/apa and kirtana. 
ae some time he got the news of the death 
e finer, The news filled his heart with great 
emorse, because after he had come 

ever went back and his father 


¢ home he ne 
without fulfilling his cherished desire for 
on and grandson. 
uished the post of Governor and went 
utta, because the burden of managing 
his father had now fallen upon him. 

He began to look after the affairs of the estate. 

But he often asked himself the question: “Does 

this estate together with all the wealth, of which 

| am now the master, serve the real purpose of 
life? If not, why should | not seek the path of 
Bhakti, which promises not only eternal peace 
and happiness, but also the eternal company and 
the loving service of the twin lords of my heart, 
Radha and Krsna." Radha and Krsna seemed to 
attract him to Vrndavana. But the thought of his 
duty towards his widowed mother, wife and 
children and perhaps a desire that still lurked 
somewhere in his mind, the desire of enjoying at 
least for the time being the opulence at his 
command, pulled him in the opposite direction. 
The conflict continued in his mind until he heard 
the call of Radharani. With the call came the 
final decision, which took him to Vrndavana. 

In Vrndavana he lived the life of a recluse. 

From morning till evening he spent the day in 


died 
seeing his $s 

He reling 
the estate of 
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evening he went Out 


the 
a ext oe contented himself with eat 
mada Y 
ot. es 
aca lee oe to see the condition of 
His id temples and their deities, who w 
as ne He wished that 


erly served. 
being proper | | 
eat do something to improve their COnq 


But he could only wish, because he wag » 
However, a thought 


auper and a beggar. : 
te mind. He said to himself, "| am q be 


but not my lord. My lord is the owner of th 
fortune | have left in Calcutta. Out of that 
give to my wife and children their legitimate s 
and spend the rest in the service of the 
while | continue to live only on what lg 


alms." 
He started working on this plan. 


twenty-five lacs of rupees from 
Bengal and Bihar. 


ed seventy-four Paraga 
of land. He used the income from the land 
repairing old temples and constructing - 
temples and rest-houses and ] 


arrangements for 


the temples. 
He also Planned to build a beautiful 


of Radha-Krsna in Vrndavana with arrangen 
for Providing food to hundreds Of sadhus a 


poor everyday. 


